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November 20, 2020
SOUTHSIDE'S
VISION: To learn, to dream, to laugh, to love every child every day - whatever it takes!
MISSION: To use data-driven instruction for progress monitoring, so that each student is
learning, succeeding and reaching above and beyond their potential every day.

IMPORTANT DATES
11/25-11/27 - Thanksgiving Holiday - NO School
11/30 - Return to school
12/5 - SSFA Winter mArt online - More to come!
12/7-12/11 - Southside Student Holiday House - Information sent home today
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12/21-1/1/21 - Winter Break

WHAT'S NEW AND NOTEWORTHY?

Mayor's Feed the Hungry Program
As a reminder, this year we are not collecting canned goods for this cause - at the
organization's request. If you are interested in donating, please do so directly at:
https://mayorsfeedthehungry.org/

No Principal's Newsletter Next Week
Given that we have a short week next week, I will forgo sending home a newsletter. Mr.
Miller and I want to wish our Panther families a fabulous Thanksgiving holiday with your
loved ones. Rest, have fun, and indulge. I think we all deserve it!
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT SOUTHSIDE?

Partial Products Fruit Punch
Students in Ms. Stephenson’s 4th grade class explored properties of matter by creating
bubble solution, blowing bubbles, and measuring survival time of the bubbles!
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Kindergarten Thanksgiving Sing-a-long
Our Kindergarten teams showcased the work they've been doing to prepare for their holiday
Thanksgiving performance this afternoon. Their hats and sweet songs were truly adorable!
Thank you to our Kindergarten teachers for continuing all the fabulous traditions our
students remember so fondly when they graduate. And thank you also to our fabulous
music teacher, Mr. Glushonkov for the musical accompaniment!
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER
The following article came from The Marshall Memo, a collection of summarized articles
from a myriad of sources for educators and school leaders. This is one article I felt our

7

families would enjoy reading and considering. The full source is located at the bottom for
your convenience.

Robert Sternberg on the Kind of Intelligence That Really Matters
In this Phi Delta Kappan article, Robert Sternberg (Cornell University) says that according
to conventional intelligence tests, our species deserves a big pat on the back: during the 20th
century, homo sapiens’ average IQ increased by about 30 points. (The goalpost of “average”
has been continuously moved to keep it at 100.) But is the kind of intelligence measured by IQ
tests meaningful? Imagine that sharp-eyed space aliens visited Earth and observed the planet’s
pollution, inexorable warming, poverty, inequality, racial tension, pandemics, weapons of mass
destruction, terrorism, and warfare. Would they conclude that earthlings are intelligent?
The discrepancy between steadily improving IQ scores and the condition of our planet
highlights some important shortcomings in IQ tests. “The items on them,” says Sternberg, “are
remote from real-world concerns; they show differences among racial and ethnic groups; they
fail to take into account important skills for everyday life such as creative, commonsense, and
wise thinking; and they favor those whose parents are in a position to provide their children
with the resources that will enable them to thrive on the tests – such as living in neighborhoods
with schools having strong academic programs and tutoring of various kinds to prepare their
children for the tests. Surely there must be something more to intelligence and success in life
than being born in the ‘right place’ at the ‘right time’ with the ‘right parents.’”
A better way to define intelligence, Sternberg believes, is being proficient at using our
brains in three adaptive ways:


To change ourselves to fit better into a given environment;



To shape the environment to better meet our own needs or desires and those of others;



To find a new environment that is a better match than the one in which we live.

Adaptive intelligence is not measured by grades in school, going to the “right” college, or
accumulating wealth, says Sternberg, but rather on “what one has done in one’s life,
individually or collectively, to make the world a better place to live.”
The problems that one is able to solve with good adaptive intelligence are quite different from
those that someone with high IQ scores can solve. Conventional intelligence tests have
right/wrong answers; have questions that are well-structured, decontextualized, and can be
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answered quickly; and have little to do with everyday life. Adaptive challenges, on the other
hand, are critically important to everyday life, messy, with multiple paths to partial solutions,
and require research to define and solve. What’s more, a good answer to an adaptive
intelligence test helps to promote the common good over the short and long term; balances
one’s own interests with those of others and the common good; and does so through the
infusion of positive ethical values.
These two types of intelligence are so different that it’s clear being good at one doesn’t mean
one is good at the other. Nor does IQ-test intelligence transfer to adaptive situations; a person
can be IQ-smart and unintelligent with adaptive, ethical challenges.
IQ tests measure “general intelligence,” which is not without importance. But Sternberg
believes the way IQ tests are used pushes instruction in the wrong direction. We tend to
prepare students for a world in which problems and solutions are simple and clear-cut – in
other words, a world that doesn’t exist.
How would we go about measuring students’ ability to use adaptive intelligence? Sternberg
suggests two assessment scenarios:


Elementary grades – Several fifth-grade boys decide to litter their schoolyard, trying to
outdo each other on how much lunch debris and other trash they can scatter. Tommy is
uncomfortable with this but is afraid to speak up for fear of being ridiculed and rejected
by his buddies. What should he do – and why?

An answer that takes into account the common good, balances the interests of multiple parties,
and observes ethical principles might include these elements:


Littering is bad for the environment; if everyone did it, the world would be unlivable.



It’s unfair for adults and other students to have to live with these boys’ litter.



In addition, the boys risk being caught and punished.



Most important, it’s just wrong.



Tommy needs to do what he knows is right, not just for him, but for everyone else.



He should suggest that his friends think of another way to have fun.



The other boys may make fun of him and exclude him from the group.



If they do, they’re not friends worth having and Tommy should seek out better friends.



Secondary grades – A scientist has developed a nutritional supplement that offers great
promise for weight loss. As an over-the-counter supplement, it doesn’t require FDA
approval. The scientist tests it on 200 people, half of whom get a placebo. After three
months, the treatment group loses an average of 21 pounds, the control group only one
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pound. A venture capital firm is deciding whether to invest $5.5 million in producing
and marketing the product. What questions and suggestions are in order? Some possible
answers:


Was three months long enough to assess effectiveness and long-term impact?



Is the product safe for children? Older people? Those with compromised immune
systems? People who are very overweight? Slightly overweight?



Have possible side effects been adequately studied?



Might the product be physically or psychologically addictive?



Might there be adverse interactions with other medications?



Can the product be used by those with weight-related conditions like anorexia?

Sternberg suggests integrating dilemmas like these into the curriculum, especially in middle
and high schools, so students are better prepared to address the kinds of complicated
challenges they’re likely to encounter as adults. “We need to teach students to create a better
world,” he concludes, “and we can do so by changing the ways we test and the ways we teach
to focus on real problems rather than artificial, contrived ones… By moving beyond
decontextualized test and textbook problems, we will help to create students who will enter the
world prepared not just to solve problems we have created but to forestall new problems
before they even start.”
“Rethinking What We Mean by Intelligence” by Robert Sternberg in Phi Delta Kappan,
November 2020 (Vol. 102, #3, pp. 36-41); Sternberg is at robert.sternberg@cornell.edu.

Have a wonderful weekend! Stay safe!
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