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WHERE TO GO FOR HELP . . . 
Pupil Support Services 

Who Are They? How Can They Help? 

 

Each day in your school, there are many people available to assist you with questions or concerns. The concerns may be 
about you, your family, or a friend. The following individuals are there to help: 
 
School Counselor- Your counselor is available to provide special assistance with academic, college, and career planning. 
If you have a social, emotional, or a behavioral concern, your counselor can provide you with assistance or refer you to 
appropriate school and community resources.   
Psychologists- Psychologists work throughout the district daily. They evaluate students for eligibility for special programs, 
and they also provide counseling and consultation services to school staff, students and their families. 
Social Workers- Working to remove barriers to educational success, social workers create a link between the home, school 
and community. They provide counseling to students and families, consultation to teachers and school staff, assessments, 
and make referrals to appropriate community agencies.  
ESE Liaisons- Liaisons provide special assistance and support to students who are receiving exceptional education 
services.  
Career Advisors- Career advisors provide assistance to students by helping them explore and identify potential careers as 
well as providing community experiences that can assist with choosing and preparing for a future career. 
School Resource Officers- The officer provides law-related classroom education and law enforcement when appropriate. 
School Nurses- Nurses work throughout the district to assess health concerns and facilitate following-up for student 
medical needs. They also assist in referrals to community agencies and provide health-related instruction. 
Community Agencies- Many local agencies work with the Pupil Support Services team to provide social, emotional, and 
health-related   services to students and their families.  
 

Safe Schools -- Action Steps For Students 

Students have a responsibility to their friends and fellow students. School safety is everyone’s job!
 

If a student hears of a situation regarding violence, weapons, fighting, abuse or self-harm, take it seriously. Report 

information to a trusted adult. Remember, reporting is not “snitching.” If someone is in danger of being hurt, tell someone. 

If nothing is done, tell someone else until your voice is heard. Students can report a situation of concern anonymously 

through the: 

    National Student Crisis Hotline:      1-800-273-8255  

                            TEXT  HERE4U  to 741741 for crisis textline 
 

This is a 24-hour anonymous telephone hotline for young people to call with information about safety and 

security issues.  Consider calling the toll-free hotline with information you think will prevent “bad things” from 

happening to you or your friends.  Consider talking to your school counselor, parent or teacher.  The hotline 

allows you to give information but keep your identity private.  Parents may also call the hotline. 

 

If students have friends with a problem, remember to ACT: 

Acknowledge that your friend has a problem and that the symptoms are serious. 

Care about your friends. Let your friends know you are there for them and that you want to help. 

Tell a trusted adult about your concerns. It could make all the difference.  

Students should know the School Code of Conduct and model responsible behavior by following the rules. Do not 

encourage bullying or harassing behavior by going along with the crowd. Be an active bystander to stop intimidation and 

intolerance of students on campus. Be a role model by embracing diversity at your school.  

Do what’s right.   Do your best.  Treat others the way that you want to be treated.  
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  

To graduate from high school with a standard diploma, students must complete the following requirements: 

 

Successfully complete all required courses for a standard, Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education 

(AICE) Diploma, or an International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma and earn credits as required.  Effective 2010-2011 and 

thereafter, students entering grade 9 must earn at least twenty-six (26) credits. Students attending Oak Park, Pine View, 

Sarasota Military Academy and Suncoast Polytechnical High School have varying credit requirements as reflected in the 

chart below.  

  

 

School 

 

OP 

 

BHS 

 

NPHS 

 

PV 

 

RHS 

 

SHS 

 

SPHS 

And 

SMA 

 

SVS 

 

VHS 

 

Entering 

Grades   

9-10-11-12 

Credits 

required 

24 

 

26 

 

26 

 

26 

 

26 

 

26 

 

28 

 

26 

 

26 

 

 

 

Additional graduation requirements include students achieving: 

 ◊  A cumulative unweighted grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.  

 ◊  Passing scores on the appropriate state tests.  

The Algebra 1 End of Course exam must be passed to earn a Florida standard diploma for students who 

took Algebra I after the 2010-2011 school year. A comparative/concordant score is available for graduation 

purposes and only after the algebra 1 EOC has been taken at least once with the course if taken in Florida 

public schools. Please review the grade 9 cohort rules for comparative/concordant scores.  The Algebra 1 

EOC must be taken each time the student takes the Algebra 1 course.  Students and parents should work 

with their school counselor for details. 

 ◊  Students must take the required State of Florida end of course exams for specific courses required for   

      graduation. 

Should a student repeat a course that requires a specific end of course exam, the exam is taken 

 each time the course is taken. 

Students must pass the grade 10 state English Language Assessment (ELA) for graduation.  Concordant 

scores may be earned on the ACT or SAT. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

 It is the responsibility of students to ensure that they are meeting all graduation requirements. Students, 

parents and guardians are strongly encouraged to work closely with school counselors to ensure that you are 

maintaining a course of study that will enable you to meet all graduation requirements.   
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS WHO ENTERED GRADE 9 IN 2014-2015 AND FORWARD 

 

Students must earn at least 26 credits at the comprehensive high schools and Pine View; 24 credits at Oak Park and 28 

credits at Sarasota Military Academy and Suncoast Polytechnical High School. In addition to the credit requirements, 

students must successfully complete all required courses (or equivalent). 

Students must achieve an unweighted cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.  Students must pass the 

appropriate state assessments required for graduation.  Students should talk to their school counselor to get the current 

applicable comparative/concordant scores and additional details about using these scores to meet this graduation 

requirement.  Passing State of Florida end of course examinations is also required for specific courses and/or specific 

diplomas.  See your school counselor for your specific requirements. 

 REQUIREMENTS: Students must pass one online course for graduation. Florida statute permits waiver of online 

course for students who transfer in from out of state and have only one remaining academic year. Passing the 

State of Florida Algebra 1 end of course exam is required to earn a standard diploma.  A comparative score on 

the PERT may be used for graduation.  Students must participate in Biology, Geometry, Algebra 1 end of course 

exams.  Students taking high school US History or US History Honors must take the state end of course exam. 

 

 HIGH SCHOOL STANDARD DIPLOMA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  CREDITS 

REQUIRED 

 

English             4 

       Students must pass the grade 10 ELA or earn concordant scores on the SAT/ACT for graduation 

Mathematics              4 

      One credit must be Algebra I or its equivalent AND pass the EOC for graduation + EOC is 30% of final grade  

      One credit must be Geometry or its equivalent AND EOC is 30% of final grade 

      Note: Industry certifications that leads to college credit substitutes for up to 2 math credits  

       (except for Algebra 1 and Geometry) 

 Science             3 

      Two credits in equally rigorous science courses and two credits must have a laboratory component 

       One of the three credits must be Biology 1 or its equivalent AND EOC is 30% of final grade  

 Note: An identified rigorous computer science course with a related industry certification substitutes for 1 science credit   

(except Biology 1); An industry certification that leads to college credit substitutes for up to 1 science credit (except Biology) 

Social Studies              3 

     World History (1 credit) 

     United States History (1 credit) AND EOC is 30% of final grade 

     Economics with financial literacy (1/2 credit) 

     United States Government (1/2 credit)  

Performing/Fine Arts, speech, debate or eligible practical arts courses     1  

Health and Physical Education-HOPE          1  

Electives- Comprehensive High Schools      10  

(12  elective credits at Suncoast Polytechnical High and Sarasota Military Academy; 8 credits at Oak Park)             
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
The Accelerated Graduation Options  

                                                    

24 Credit Early Graduation Plan- Standard Diploma 

This option requires the student to complete all of the course and GPA requirements for the standard 

diploma including assessments – 16 core credits and eight elective credits are required.  The 

requirements MUST be completed prior to the 8th semester of high school. Students may also select 

a 24 credit standard diploma plan for the 8th semester graduation. 

 

ACCEL Program - Standard Diploma- 18 credits minimum 

This option requires the student to complete all of the course and GPA requirements for the standard 

diploma including assessments – 15 core credits.  The PE requirement of HOPE is not required in 

this option. The online course is not required in this option. Three elective credits are required.  

There are no prerequisites for choosing this plan.  Parents, students and counselors must look at the 

post-secondary and social factors involved in this choice. 

 

Credit Acceleration Program (CAP) is created for the purpose of allowing a student to earn high 

school credit in Algebra I, Geometry, United States History and Biology if the student passes the 

statewide standardized assessment administered under s.1008.22.  Course credit shall be awarded 

to the student who passes the assessment in the above courses whether he was not enrolled in the 

course or has not completed the course.  The student may take the assessment during the regular 

test administration.  A grade will not be issued nor calculated into the grade point average if a credit is 

earned through CAP.  Students may also earn high school credit through taking Advanced 

Placement and CLEP exams.  Passing an EOC without completing the course can award the credit. 

 

Drop-Out Prevention, an initiative of the Academic Intervention Department of Sarasota County 

Schools, is designed to provide support to education professionals who serve at-risk populations and 

their families.  

The Performance-Based Diploma (PBD) Program is a major element of the district's Drop-Out 
Prevention strategy at the comprehensive high schools.   PBD has three major components: 

¶ Academics  

¶ Career-Technical  

¶ Mentoring  

Academics 
Basic skills in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies through the utilization of 
computer instructional learning technology – APEX software; and facilitated by four certified teachers. 

Career-Technical 
The goal of each student will be to achieve vocational certification in preparation for career and post-
secondary education. 

http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/dop/default.aspx?id=4828
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Mentoring: Decisions to Win  

The Decisions to Win program is a focused and intensive personal decision-making course targeting high-

school-age at-risk youth. The program is managed by Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun Coast.  

Important Notes 
ATTENTION PINE VIEW STUDENTS... 

Students graduating from Pine View must complete 26 credits, including completion of a third year of the same foreign 

language.  

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
High School Promotion Policy -Only ñretainedò students will be considered for mid-year promotion at the end of the 

grading period. 

 

MID-YEAR PROMOTION 

GRADUATING CLASS Grade Credits Earned Course Credits Required 

2013 & Thereafter 10th 6  

 11th 12 1 English and 1 Math 

 12th 18 2 English and 2 Math 

 District High Schools On A Traditional Schedule 

Booker, North Port, Riverview, Sarasota, and Venice 

END OF YEAR PROMOTION 

GRADUATING CLASS GRADE CREDITS EARNED Course Credits Required 

2014 & Thereafter 10th 4  

 11th  11 1 English and 1 Math 

 12th 17 2 English and 2 Math 

 

Pine View School (26 Credits) 

END OF YEAR PROMOTION 

To Be Promoted to: Credits Earned Course Credits Required 

10th 6  

11th 12 1 English and 1 Math 

12th 18 2 English and 2 Math 
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
Block Schedule High Schools-  
 Suncoast Polytechnical High School 
END OF YEAR PROMOTION 

PROMOTED TO GRADE CREDITS EARNED COURSE CREDITS REQUIRED 

10th 6  

11th 13 1 English and 1 Math 

12th 20 2 English and 2 Math 

MIDYEAR PROMOTION – only for previously retained students 

10th 7  

11th 15 1 English and 1 Math 

12th  23 2 English and 2 Math 

Oak Park (24 credits) 

END OF YEAR and MID-YEAR PROMOTION 

PROMOTED TO GRADE CREDITS EARNED COURSE CREDITS REQUIRED 

10th 5  

11th 11 1 English and 1 Math 

12th 17 2 English and 2 Math 

NOTE: Special Diploma requirements differ from those above- speak with the ESE Liaison for diploma 

information. 
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                                          DIPLOMA OPTIONS______________________________ 

 

DIPLOMA OPTION ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES 

STANDARD DIPLOMA 

          And 

                    24 Credit Early Graduation  

 

Students who have earned the state/district-prescribed credits, meet the state/district GPA 

requirement, and earn passing scores as defined by the State of Florida on the required 

graduation assessments. 

Note: These guidelines are subject to change during the school year based on state 

legislative changes. Students may graduate prior to the 8th semester if all graduation 

requirements are met and 24 credits are earned. 

                    STANDARD DIPLOMA WITH 

          SAT/ACT CONCORDANT SCORES  

                                  

¶ Students who have met all course work, credits, and GPA graduation requirements (set 

forth by the state and local school board) and use an ACT or SAT score concordant with 

passing scores to satisfy the assessment graduation requirements. 

Note: These guidelines are subject to change during the school year based on state 

legislative changes. 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD DIPLOMA WITH WAIVER 

¶ ESE students who have completed all necessary credits, course work, and GPA 

requirements for graduation as stipulated by the local School Board and State of Florida. 

¶ Students who have demonstrated knowledge, skills and abilities required by the Grade 10 

State Standards but unable to document that mastery through the actual assessment. 

¶ Students who have participated in the required remediation activities offered through the 

school district. 

¶ Students must have taken the statewide standardized assessment with appropriate 

allowable accommodations at least once. 

¶ This diploma option is for students who have been identified as having a disability and a 

current Individual Education Plan (IEP). 

¶ The IEP Committee must convene and review all data relevant to each student’s eligibility 

for the waiver. 

¶ Note: The above guidelines are subject to change during the school year based on 

state legislative changes. 

 

NOT A DIPLOMA: CERTIFICATE OF 

COMPLETION- 

        PERT ELIGIBLE   

¶ Students who have completed all required credits, course work, and GPA requirements 

for graduation as stipulated by the local School Board and state. 

¶ Students who have not achieved the required scores on the required graduation 

assessments nor obtained State of Florida defined concordant or comparative scores. 

 NOT A DIPLOMA:  CERTIFICATE OF 

COMPLETION 

Students who have met all course requirements and earned the required credits but have not 

passed the required assessments or have not met the required GPA for graduation.  

                             

    Students with Disabilities 

Two options are available only to students with disabilities.  Both require the 24 credits 

required and both allow students to substitute a career and technical education course with 

related content for one credit in ELA IV, mathematics, science and social studies (excluding 

Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology 1 and US History).  Students with significant cognitive disabilities 

may earn credits via access courses and be assessed via an alternate assessment. Students 

who choose the academic and employment option must earn at least .5 credit via paid 

employment. 

 

            STANDARD DIPLOMA 

                    ACCEL Program 18 credits 

Students who earn the required 15 core requirements for a standard diploma (HOPE credit is 

not required, virtual course is not required); pass required assessments and earn 3 elective 

credits; 2.0 minimum unweighted GPA.  
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               HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 

 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
Career and Technical Education Programs will provide all students with the knowledge, skills, and experiences 

necessary to make informed and appropriate educational and career decisions.   

 

A comprehensive Career and Technical Education (CTE) program includes the following elements to 

maximize student opportunities: 

¶ Postsecondary career training programs align to local and regional economic needs. 

¶ Curriculum that’s based on academic, workforce, and industry standards. 

¶ Opportunities are provided for students to receive Gold Seal Scholarships, dual enrollment in 

postsecondary programs, work-based learning experiences.  

¶ Internships and on-the-job training experiences that will allow students to apply their technical skills in 

meaningful ways.  

¶ Programs provide opportunities for students to earn certification or licensure in their chosen career 

pathway.   

 

Career and Technical and Education Programs will: 

¶ Increase the number of graduates who are both college and career ready. 

¶ Increase the relevance between academic experiences and real world opportunities. 

¶ Increase the academic rigor through technical content. 

¶ Prepare students for success. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES: 
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
Career and Technical Education— Career Pathways  
Student experiences with Career Technical Education are aligned to career pathways. These career pathways 

include: 

¶ Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources—The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, 

and development of agricultural commodities, and resources including food, fiber, wood products, natural 

resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources. 

¶ Architecture & Construction— Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and maintaining the built 

environment. 

¶ Arts, A/V Technology, & Communication—Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and 

publishing multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design, journalism, and entertainment 

services.  

¶ Business Management and Operations—Planning, organizing, directing and evaluating business functions 

essential to efficient and productive business operations. Business Management and Administration career 

opportunities are available in every sector.  

¶ Education & Training—Planning, managing and providing education and training services, and related 

learning support services.  

¶ Finance—Planning, services for financial and investment planning, banking, insurance, and business financial 

management.  

¶ Government & Public Administration—Executing governmental functions to include Governance; National 

Security; Foreign Service; Planning; Revenue and Taxation; Regulation; and Management and Administration 

at the local, state, and federal levels. 

¶ Health Science— Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health 

informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development. 

¶ Hospitality and Tourism— Management, marketing and operations of restaurants and other food services, 

lodging, attractions, recreation events and travel related services.  

¶ Human Services— Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that relate to families and human 

needs.  

¶ Information Technology— Building Linkages in IT Occupations Framework: For Entry Level, Technical and 

Professional Careers Related to the Design, Development, Support and Management of Hardware, Software, 

Multimedia and Systems Integration Services.  

¶ Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security—Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety, 

protective services and homeland security, including professional and technical support services.  

¶ Manufacturing— Planning, managing and performing the processing of materials into intermediate or final 

products and production planning and control, maintenance and manufacturing/process engineering.  

¶ Marketing, Sales & Service— Planning, managing, and performing marketing activities to reach 

organizational objective. 

¶ Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics— Scientific research and professional and technical 

services (e.g., physical science, social science, engineering) including laboratory and testing services and 

research and development services. 

¶ Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics— Planning, management, and movement of people, materials, 

and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail and water and as transportation infrastructure planning and management, 

logistics services, mobile equipment maintenance.  
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING 
Facts to Remember 
 

¶ Participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior varsity or varsity level for two seasons shall waive 

the one-credit requirement in Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE). If the student 

satisfies the physical education requirement through the interscholastic sport option, one credit of 

elective credit must be taken to replace the waived HOPE credit.    

 

¶ Students can waive the one-credit requirement of Health Opportunities through Physical Education 

(HOPE) upon successfully completing two (2) full years of the JROTC Program. Students can also 

waive one-credit requirement of performing arts upon completing two (2) full years in the JROTC 

Program.  

 

¶ Students receiving a Certificate of Completion may still pursue a standard diploma through the Adult 

High School, GED program, or other suitable alternatives.   

 

CREDITS AND GRADES 

Pupil Progression And The Awarding of Credit 

Students enrolled in a full-year course will receive a full credit when they successfully complete either the first 

half or the second half of a full-year course but fail to successfully complete the other half of the course and 

the averaging of the grades obtained in each half results in a passing grade.  This does not apply to half 

credits earned in a course through SVA, FLVS or transferred credits but does apply to transferred grades 

where the half credit has not been issued.   This does not apply to courses that require a percentage of the 

state end of course exam in the final grade.  These courses will not earn .5 credit.  (Algebra 1, Geometry, US 

History, Biology 1).  A half credit of a full-year course will be earned if the student passes either the first half or 

second half but the average of the two halves does not calculate to a passing score.   

Employability Skills 

School Board policy states, “For each course taken in high school, twenty percent of the grade shall be based 

on the development of employability skills.” Students must remember that the eight employability skills are 

twenty percent of their grades, so success in this area is extremely important! These skills include: 

1. Coming to school on time 

2. Bringing required work tools, such as paper, pen/pencil, textbooks, notebooks, etc.  

3. Maintenance of an assignment notebook or similar system 

4. Completion of homework 

5. Appropriate dress for class 

6. Attitude of cooperation with teacher and fellow students 

7. Time in class is devoted to the appropriate task 
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CREDITS AND GRADES 
 

MONITORING THE PROGRESS OF STUDENTS 

A variety of strategies will be provided in order to meet the needs of students.  These strategies may 

include intensive reading and intensive math instruction, tutoring, mentoring, dropout prevention 

programs, and services provided through the Exceptional Student Education Program.  Parents of 

students who fail to meet performance expectations, proficiency levels, prescribed grade point 

averages, and/or required assessment scores will be notified by the schools with the assistance of 

the District. 

 

Grading Policy 

Grade   % 

A-Excellent        90-100       

B-Above Average       80-89 

C-Average   70-79 

D-Below Average  60-69 

F- Failing     0-59 

I-Incomplete   

M-Medical Excuse 

W-Withdrawn 

P-Passed Credit (not included in GPA)    

     Grade Forgiveness Policy 

Students are limited to replacing a grade of “D” or “F” with a grade of “C” or higher earned subsequently in the same or 

comparable course for those courses that are required for graduation. Forgiveness for elective courses is limited to 

replacing a grade of “D” or “F” with a grade of “C” or higher earned subsequently by retaking the same or comparable 

course or another course. Students who receive high school credit in middle school may retake the course(s) if he or she 

receives a final grade of “C” or below.  Grades of D or F earned in a course requiring 30% calculation of the EOC cannot 

be grade forgiven by earning the CAP score on the EOC.  The entire course must be retaken.  Under local district policy, if 

upon retaking a course, the grade improves an F with a D, only the D will be calculated in the FPA.  If, upon retaking a 

course, a student earns a second D, only one D will be counted in the student’s GPA.  If a student earns a second F in the 

same course, only one F is counted in the GPA. 

 

Both final grades will appear on the student’s high school academic transcript, but only the higher of the two grades will 

be included in the calculation of the student’s grade point average.  Note that the Florida High School Athletic 

Association has its own policy for grade forgiveness for athletes. 
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Grade Point Average Computation 

The grade point average (GPA) is calculated at the end of the school year (the annual cumulative GPA).  The 

cumulative GPA reflects all of the credits attempted that are posted on the transcript up until the time of the calculation. 

Should a course be repeated to improve its grade through grade forgiveness, the lower grade is not included in the GPA 

calculation.  

Eligibility Requirements for Interscholastic Activities 

 

Participation in interscholastic activities is a privilege, not a right!  Students who participate in interscholastic athletics 

are required to meet the requirements established in state law, Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) 

regulations, and by their respective schools. To be eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricular athletics and 

activities, students must meet the following requirements: 

 

     Have a cumulative 2.0 GPA on a 4.0 unweighted scale or its equivalent at the conclusion of each semester to be 

academically eligible during the next semester (s.1006.15(3)(a)1, Florida Statutes).   

Students who are ineligible during the second semester of ninth grade or first semester during their tenth grade year as 

a result of having a cumulative grade point average below a 2.0 at the end of the previous semester and continue to 

remain below a 2.0 at the end of the semester of ineligibility may regain eligibility for the following semester provided 

these students, their parents/guardians and the schools execute and fulfill all requirements of an academic performance 

contract. 

      Students must maintain satisfactory conduct. Suspension/expulsion from school will automatically result in 

suspension from all extracurricular participation, including practice and/or meetings for at least the duration of the school 

suspension/expulsion. If a student is arrested, charged with a felony, or commits an act which brings embarrassment 

to his/her school, club, or team, he/she will be immediately suspended from extracurricular participation while the matter 

is investigated. In substantiated cases, the student may be suspended from participating in all extra-curricular activities 

including practices/meetings for an entire school year (from the beginning date of his/her suspension). Additionally, if a 

student is convicted of, or is found to have committed a felony or delinquent act which would have been a felony if 

committed by an adult, regardless of whether adjudication is withheld, the student will be immediately suspended from 

extracurricular participation, including practice/meetings for an entire school year (from the beginning date of the 

suspension). 

       Remember, in addition to the GPA requirement, students participating in interscholastic athletics and/or school 

activities must meet all applicable requirements in state law, Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) 

regulations, and by their respective schools. 

       Students and parents can review the Florida High School Athletic Association requirements on this organization’s    

web site: www.FHSAA.org  If students or/and parents have any questions or concerns regarding eligibility status, they 

may speak with the athletic director or the sponsor of the club or organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fhsaa.org/
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HIGH SCHOOL TESTING PROGRAMS 
Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) – began in school year 2014-2015  

With the Florida standards in place to help Florida students succeed, the Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) in English 

Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and end-of-course (EOC) subjects (Algebra 1, Biology, US History and Geometry) 

serve Florida students by measuring education gains and progress. Students, parents/guardians, and educators are 

encouraged to check the FSA Portal often to access important information and resources as they are available. 

 

Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT) 

This test is only offered in October and will be taken by all grade 10 students.   It should also be taken by all college-

bound juniors because the PSAT is the only means of entry into the National Merit Scholarship Competition, and only 

junior year scores can be used to qualify eligible candidates for this prestigious national academic competition. The PSAT 

assesses critical reading (passage-based reading, sentence completions), math reasoning (numbers and operation; 

algebra and algebraic functions; geometry and measurement; data analysis, statistics, probability), and writing skills 

(sentence error identification, sentence and paragraph improvements) that are important for success in college. By taking 

the PSAT, students will familiarize themselves with the format of the SAT. They will also be provided information 

regarding their academic abilities when compared with other college-bound students. 

 

American College Testing Program (ACT) 

Many colleges require ACT scores for admission purposes. The ACT assessment includes four major test areas: English 

Usage, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning. Students receive a score (scale of 1 – 36) in each of these areas 

as well as a composite score (average of the four major test scores; scale of 1 – 36). It is recommended to take the test 

near the end of the junior year, so there will be ample time to retest in the fall of the senior year should the student want to 

do so. College-bound students are strongly encouraged to take both the ACT and the SAT Reasoning Test. ACT 

registration and preparation materials are available online. 

 

An optional writing test measures writing skills emphasized in high school English classes and in entry-level college 

composition classes. To determine whether you will need scores from the optional writing test, consult the ACT web site, 

check with those colleges to which you will be applying, or talk with your counselor. The ACT web site address is 

www.act.org. 

 

SAT  

Like other assessments in the SAT Suite of Assessments, the new SAT includes a Reading Test, Writing and 

Language Test, and a Math Test. The SAT has an optional essay component, which some colleges will require. SAT 

questions focus on skills that matter most for college readiness and success, according to the latest research.  Register 

for the test at www.collegeboard.com 

 

SAT Subject Tests 

SAT Subject Tests are required by some colleges in making admissions decisions but are most often used in placing 

students in the appropriate college level classes. These tests are frequently required by the most selective colleges. If this 

is an option being considered, a planning session with the high school counselor is strongly recommended. These tests 

are offered in major subject areas. Registration materials for the SAT Subject Tests are available at 

www.collegeboard.com 

 

 

 

http://www.cpalms.org/
http://www.fsassessments.org/
http://www.act.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/about
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/essay
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
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Advanced Placement Program (AP) 

AP courses are challenging college-level courses offered to exceptionally able high school students. Year-long 

course outlines and national exams in each subject are prepared by the College Board. Students receive high 

school credit for passing an AP course and may receive college credit based upon a high AP exam score 

when accepted at their college. Many colleges award credit and/or advanced standing to students scoring 

well on AP examinations administered each May. Announcements regarding AP course offerings will be made 

during the spring registration period. Students may also elect to take AP examinations without being enrolled 

in an AP course for a fee. Earning specific test scores without enrollment in the AP course may give high 

school course credit.   See your counselor for further details.  

 

Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT)  

The Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) will assess st udents’ content knowledge in reading, 

writing and mathematics.  Each subsection of the test consists of 30 questions. The placement test sc ore 

range is from 50-150.  In order for students to enroll in the Dual Enrollment (DE) Program and take college 

level courses, they are required to have qualifying scores through the PERT,  SAT or ACT. Students must take 

the PERT by the deadlines identified by the postsecondary institute. Currently, there is a Spring deadline in 

order to take DE courses in the Fall and a Fall deadline to take DE courses in the spring of a school year. 

Should a deadline be missed, students will have to wait until the next application deadline. These deadlines 

are subject to change year to year, so students should meet with their counselors to get current eligibility 

criteria and testing deadlines.  

High School Code Numbers 

Each school is assigned a six-digit number that is required for test registration (ACT and SAT), some financial aid 

documents, and it is often requested on college applications. These numbers are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Number 

Booker High School 101570 

North Port High School 101613 

Oak Park  101950 

Pine View School 101577 

Riverview High School 101583 

Sarasota High School 101585 

Sarasota Military Academy 101772 

Sarasota Virtual School 102289 

Suncoast Polytechnical High School 102215 

Venice High School 101780 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
Dual Enrollment -College  (DE)  

The DE program allows students to gain both high school and college credit for a course.  All students are strongly 

encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity to challenge themselves academically as they prepare to pursue 

a postsecondary education or enter the world of work.  

1) To participate in dual enrollment on the SCF college campus as well as on the high school campus, students must 

have completed the second year of high school, be in grade 11, have a minimum 3.0 unweighted GPA, and achieved 

the required test scores on the ACT, SAT, or PERT. Students who meet eligibility in grades 6-10 may access DE 

courses on the high school campus. See the specific articulation agreement for other grade levels accessing dual 

enrollment. 

2) To participate in dual enrollment on the University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee campus, students must have 

completed the second year of high school, be in grade 11, have a minimum 3.3 unweighted GPA and achieved the 

required test scores on the ACT or SAT for specific courses. 

3) To participate in the Accelerated Dual Enrollment program at SCF, students must apply in grade 10, have a 3.3 

unweighted grade point average and achieve the required test scores on the ACT, SAT, or PERT.  Students 

participate in grades 11 and 12 and may earn both an AA degree along with their high school diploma. 

4) To participate in the University of Florida Online Program, students must be in grades 11 or 12, have a 3.6 

unweighted GPA and achieve the required test scores. 

 

Please review the USF, UF and SCF articulation agreements and speak with the school counselor for further details. 

Students should consider the following questions as they make the decision to register for DE courses: 

¶ If I enroll in too many DE courses, will I place myself in a position where the college/university will require me to 

declare my major before I am ready? 

¶ In choosing DE courses, will those courses be to my advantage once I arrive on the college campus? 

¶ Am I placing myself at a disadvantage when having to compete in accelerated courses with students who have 

already been on a college campus? 

¶ Can I drop a DE course with no penalty if I am not doing well?  Will I place myself in academic/financial aid jeopardy? 

¶ Am I taking this course to prepare myself for college or just “accumulating” credits? 

¶ Finally, am I taking the credits in areas in which I am academically strong? 

These questions will hopefully assist students in carefully considering their options, so the choices they make about taking 

DE courses can be positive both in high school and in college. If more information is needed or there are additional questions 

regarding dual enrollment or early admissions, students may see a high school counselor as soon as possible.  

 

Cambridge Advanced International C ertificate of Education Program (AICE)  

Sarasota High School , Booker High School, North Port High School 

The Advanced International Certificate of Education program (AICE) is an innovative and accelerated method of academic 

study offered solely through the University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE), a division of the University of 

Cambridge, Cambridge, England. AICE is a flexible, broad-based, two-year curriculum, and the courses are equivalent to 

those offered at US university freshmen level or beyond. AICE features courses written specifically as preparation for 

honors degree collegiate programs. It encourages high academic standards and provides an ideal basis for study at the 

college and university level. The AICE program and curriculum is overseen by the University of Cambridge, an institution 

consistently ranked as one of the top 5 academic universities in the world.  
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Suncoast Polytechnical High School  

Opened in August 2008, Suncoast Polytechnical High School (SPHS) is one of the newest high schools in Sarasota 

County. Enrollment is open to students throughout Sarasota County by application and acceptance.  Transportation will 

be provided. The academic program is a rigorous, college-preparatory and career-focused with an emphasis on business 

knowledge and 21st Century Workplace Skills. Located on the same campus as the Suncoast Technical College (STC), 

students will have many opportunities for collaboration with experienced industry and business professionals as well as 

hands-on instructional experiences at their facilities. In addition to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs 

offered at STC, students will also be able to take CTE programs in Nursing and EMT/Firefighter, Computer Programming 

with emphasis on Gaming/Animation/Simulation and an Engineering/Robotics program. For more information on SPHS, 

you may visit the school web site at sarasotacountyschools.net  

 

General Educational Development  (GED) 

Any candidates for a State of Florida High School Diploma must be at least 18 years of age on the date the General 

Educational Development Test (GED) is taken. Adult General Education students, who are 16 or 17 years of age, may 

request an age waiver based on extraordinary circumstances.  Students must be formally withdrawn from the high school.  

To initiate this procedure, the individual must contact the Adult Education GED counselor at Suncoast Technical College 

(941) 924-1365 during the hours of 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Both the applicant and a parent or legal guardian must attend a 

meeting to determine eligibility for an age waiver. GED preparation courses are offered day and evening hours throughout 

the county. Fees are assessed for instruction and testing.  Students must be at least 16 years of age and legally 

withdrawn from the K-12 Program. If you have questions or need additional information, please contact the STC Adult 

Learning Center Office at (941) 924-1365, extension 62390 on Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

 

Inte rnational Baccalaureate Program (IB)  

Riverview High School  and Venice High School 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is a very rigorous two-year (grades 11 and 12) pre-university course of 

study, leading to examinations that meet the needs of highly motivated secondary students. The IB Program is designed 

as a comprehensive curriculum that allows its graduates to fulfill requirements of various national systems of education. 

The IB Program begins with an honors curriculum (Pre IB grades 9 and 10), a two year program designed to challenge 

and prepare students for entry into IB (grades 11 and 12). Two application processes are required, one to enter the Pre IB 

program (generally January of the eighth grade year) and a second to enter the IB Diploma Program (end of tenth grade). 

The IB Diploma is recognized in 105 countries around the world, and students may qualify to enter a university with 

sophomore standing. It’s important to remember that each College has its own policy with regards to granting credit to its 

incoming students. Enrollment in the International Baccalaureate Program does not guarantee an IB Diploma. Students 

completing the course work but not granted the IB diploma will receive an IB Certificate of Completion. For additional 

information on IB, please visit the school web site at sarasotacountyschools.net. 

 

Teen Parent Program at Riverview High School and North Port High School  

The Teen Parent Program is a dropout prevention program for pregnant students and school-age parents. This program 

will meet the immediate needs of the young parent and child and enable them to become self-sustaining members of 

society. The goal of the Teen Parent Program is to increase the likelihood that pregnant and parenting students will earn a 

high school diploma or its equivalent through the provision of an educational program that meets their needs. Other goals 

include improving the students’ academic performance in basic skills areas, increasing their knowledge of health and child 

development related to pregnancy and parenting, reducing the incidence of complications of pregnancy, and reducing the 

incidence of low birth-weight babies. 

 

Child care is vital to retaining young parents in school, monitoring the progress of the child, and providing a learning 

laboratory for all students. The Teen Parent Program provides care for infants and toddlers ages 2 weeks to 5 years. The 

child care program is accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children. A child care resource 
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teacher assists with curriculum, acts as a resource to child care providers, and coordinates the child care program. The 

Teen Parent Program contracts with the Healthy Start Coalition for a Registered Nurse on campus five days per week. 

The nurse counsels on pre- and postnatal care, birth control, the benefits of abstinence, and the health care of young 

children. The Sarasota Public Health Unit sends a school nurse to the campus, and the nurse acts as a liaison between 

the school and the Health Department and assists students in accessing care for themselves and their babies.  

Assistance is provided to all students in attaining preventative and/or diagnostic medical care.  For further information on 

the Teen Parent Program, call (941) 923-1484.  

 

Booker High School Magnet Program- Visual and Performing Arts Center  

The Sarasota Visual and Performing Arts Center provides highly specialized and intensive training for students with 

special talents in the visual or performing arts. Application and acceptance are required.   The Center provides all 

students with the opportunity to devote a large block of time each day to acquiring excellence in a Visual Performing Arts 

(VPA) subject area of high-level interest and talent: art; music; dance; theatre; or television and media arts. Guest artists 

provide the VPA students with subject area experience, training, inspiration and an example of the level of excellence required 

to be a professional in the visual and performing arts. The experiences and training provided in the VPA Center are designed to 

prepare the serious student of the arts for further study in a college, university, conservatory, or professional school. For some 

students in the VPA Center, the concentrated on-the-job training and/or performing will develop skills necessary to obtaining 

employment after graduation in VPA or technically-related fields. For still other students, the VPA Center will provide an 

enrichment and appreciation of the visual and performing arts that will encourage involvement as a meaningful, life-long 

avocation. Admission to the program is based on the student’s overall application profile, including an audition, staff interview, 

and presentation of portfolio, if applicable. For more information on this dynamic visual and performing arts magnet program, 

you may visit the school web site at sarasotacountyschools.net.  

 

Sarasota Virtual School  

In accordance with the state requirement, Sarasota Virtual School is an interactive learning environment created through 

technology, in which the student and teacher are separated by time, space or both. The school uses a state-approved 

curriculum with instructional materials that include a computer, Internet access and printed materials. Instructors are 

highly qualified and/or certified teachers, as defined by the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law. 

 

The Sarasota County School District contracts with outside vendors approved by the School Board. To find out more 

information about the district’s virtual school program and enrollment process, please contact the Sarasota Virtual School 

office at 941-927-9000.    

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 
Things You Should Do 

Freshman: 

1. Check with your school counselor to make sure your courses fit the program you wish to follow through high 

school and develop a Four Year Academic and Career Education Plan. 

2. Attend Fall College Night. 

3. If you plan on attending a four-year university in the State of Florida after graduation, remember that you will need 

to complete two credits of the same foreign language during your high school years. 

4. Become familiar with guidance office resources. 

5. Visit the website of the postsecondary institute that you are interested in attending and plan your high school 

studies with that college’s admission requirements in mind. 

6. Begin researching your career choices and the educational requirements of your career interests. 

7. Whether you are considering attending a four-year university, Suncoast Technical College (STC), or State 

College of Florida, learn about the scholarship opportunities that may be available to you. Be sure you investigate 
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the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program at www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org.  If you have questions 

regarding this or other scholarship programs, see your school counselor. 

8. Develop good study habits. 

9. Participate in a varied program of extracurricular activities. 

 

 

Sophomore: 

1. All sophomores will take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test). However, only junior year scores 

are eligible for the National Merit Scholarship competition.  The sophomore testing gives a student a good 

idea of what to expect from the SAT, helps to identify strengths and weaknesses, and helps counselors and 

teachers advise students. 

2. Attend Fall College Night. 

3. Check with your school counselor to make sure your courses fit the program you wish to follow through high 

school college prep, tech prep, or vocational. 

4. Work with your school counselor and the career advisor in order to continue with planning for work, a technical 

program, or college. 

5. Continue learning more about the college and career exploration internet sites available. 

6. Make sure to revise and update your Four Year postsecondary plan. 

7. Review your progress towards meeting the eligibility criteria for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program   

       At www.Floridashines.org . 

    

Junior: 

1. Take the PSAT. 

2. Attend Fall College Night. 

3. If you are considering entering a branch of the military or would like additional assistance with career planning, 

take the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) when it is offered at your school. The school 

counselor will be able to give you the date that the ASVAB will be administered at your school. 

4. Attend meetings with college representatives at your high school and plan follow-up campus visits to the colleges 

in which you are most interested. 

5. Talk with your counselor about the advisability of SAT/ACT preparation courses.  

6. In the spring, take the SAT Reasoning Test and/or ACT college entrance exams.  

7. Students please note:  PERT,  AP, SAT and/or ACT scores are not included on high school transcripts. When 

you register to take a college entrance exam, make sure to identify the post- secondary institutions that you would 

like to receive copies of your test scores. You will be able to identify up to four at no charge, and any requests 

beyond this number will result in a minimal fee. The testing organizations (College Board and/or ACT) will send 

the test results directly to the schools that you have identified.    

8. If your prospective colleges require SAT Subject Tests, work with your counselor in planning the best time to 

complete these tests. 

9. Review your progress towards meeting the eligibility criteria for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. 

 

Senior: 

1. Take the SAT and/or ACT in the Fall if you have not yet done so or if you want to retake the tests. 

2. If you need to present SAT Subject Tests scores and have not yet taken these tests, do so in the Fall. 

When registering to take your college entrance exams, make sure to identify the post -secondary 

institutions that you would like to receive copies of your test scores. Remember, these test scores 

are not included on high school transcripts. A score report must be sent to at least one school in Florida 

for Bright Futures to retrieve the scores.      

3. Attend Fall College Night. 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
http://www.floridashines.org/
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4. Attend meetings with college representatives at your high school and plan to follow up with campus visits 

to the colleges in which you are most interested. 

5. Plan on attending one of the advertised Financial Aid Seminars throughout the school district. These 

financial aid seminars will assist with your college planning.  

6. Apply to colleges as early as possible. You are encouraged to have your applications completed by 

Thanksgiving. 

7. If you will be applying for financial aid, be prepared to complete the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA) after October 1.   

8. Florida Department of Education’s Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) state scholarship 
database (including the application for Bright Futures) is available to make application October 1 through 
graduation.  The application is found at:  www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/osfahomepg.htm. 

9. Review your progress towards meeting the eligibility criteria for the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship 

Program. 

10. If you participated in an Advanced Placement program, make sure to review prospective colleges’ 

policies regarding awarding AP credit. 

11. Be sure you meet all deadlines established by your college. 

12. If you are considering entering a branch of the military and didn’t take the ASVAB (Armed Services 

Vocational Aptitude Battery) during your junior year, you should consider taking the ASVAB when it is 

offered at your school. 

13. Develop a resume whether you are planning to request recommendation letters for college admissions or 

for full time employment. 

14. Schedule an appointment to meet with your school counselor to ensure you are meeting all graduation 

requirements as possible. 

 
What High School Courses Are Needed to Attend a State University? 

 

Florida has a twelve-member State University System that includes the following institutions: 

Florida A & M University—Tallahassee   www.famu.edu 

Florida Atlantic University—Boca Raton www.fau.edu 

Florida Gulf Coast University—Fort Myers www.fgcu.edu 

Florida International University—Miami www.fiu.edu 

Florida Polytechnic University – Lakeland www.poly.usf.edu 

Florida State University—Tallahassee  www.fsu.edu 

New College of Florida—Sarasota  www.ncf.edu 

University of Central Florida—Orlando  www.ucf.edu 

University of Florida—Gainesville  www.ufl.edu 

University of North Florida—Jacksonville www.unf.edu 

University of South Florida—Tampa  www.usf.edu 

University of West Florida—Pensacola  www.uwf.edu 

 

The minimum high school unit requirements for admission into a state university are: 

¶ 4 units o f English  

¶ 4 units of mathematics including Algebra I*, Geometry, Algebra II  

¶ 3 units of natural science, at least two with laboratory experience  

¶ 3 units of social science  

http://www.famu.edu/
http://www.fau.edu/
http://www.fgcu.edu/
http://www.fiu.edu/
http://www.poly.usf.edu/
http://www.fsu.edu/
http://www.ncf.edu/
http://www.ucf.edu/
http://www.ufl.edu/
http://www.unf.edu/
http://www.usf.edu/
http://www.uwf.edu/
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¶ 2 sequential units of the same foreign language  and  2 elective units, preferably from the English, 

mathematics, natural scien ce, social science, or foreign language areas  

*Algebra IA (1200370), Algebra IB (1200380), credits count towards completion of the mathematics requirements for the Florida 
Academic and Florida Medallion Scholars awards on a fifty percent (50%) basis only. For example, a full credit of Algebra IA (1200370) 
would count as only 0.5 credit.  

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 

Selecting the Right College  

Selecting a college is an exciting and challenging process, but it can also be a process that is confusing, 

frustrating, and time-consuming. Students and parents are reminded that it is a process and must be initiated 

early in the junior year at the latest. 

 

The most crucial factor in college selection is understanding yourself. What are your strengths and 

weaknesses? Do you enjoy a challenge? What extracurricular activities are important to you? Do you prefer life 

in a rural setting, large city, or in the suburbs? Do you function best in small classes or large? Do you want to 

stay close to home or explore options in another part of the country? In what courses are you most interested? 

Does religion play an important role in your life? Do you have particular skills or abilities that might earn you a 

scholarship? As you develop answers to these questions, you will begin to form a picture of the type of college 

that will be best for you. 

 

The next step in the college selection process is to begin researching the colleges themselves. Sarasota 

County School District sponsors a Fall College Night Program.  College representatives also visit the high 

schools on a regular basis throughout the school year so students will be able to get information with a more 

personal and face-to-face conversation. Many internet sites facilitate the college exploration and application 

process.  

 

 

Consider These Tips...  

Consider the following tips offered by college admission experts as you begin the college search: 

 

¶ Be realistic in identifying schools that typically admit students with grades and test scores similar to yours. 

¶ Remember that many state university systems have higher entrance requirements for out-of-state 

 applicants. 

¶ Do not be too quick in ruling out a college strictly on the cost factor. There may be financial aid programs 

 available to assist you in meeting these costs. At the same time, however, be sure your list of back-up 

 schools includes at least one school that is within your family’s price range in the event you do not qualify 

 for  need-based financial aid programs. 

¶ Do not choose a school simply because your friends are going there or because your parents attended that 

 school. Your choice must fit your personal needs. The college must be a place where you feel 

 comfortable and can achieve. 

¶ Begin your college search early and take the needed time to be thorough in sorting through possible 

 options. Be sure you use all of the available resources. Remember that visiting prospective colleges is a 

 critical factor in this process. 

¶ Do not be afraid to investigate schools that are unfamiliar to you. They may have just what you need. 
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By the beginning of the senior year, you should have reduced your list to a few schools fitting the 

following categories: “long shots, middle ground schools, and your sure thing”. Be aware that “sure 

things” are defined differently for each student and family. 

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 

Recalculating The High School Grade Point Average (GPA)  

In order to determine admission eligibility, a student’s high school cumulative grade point average may be 

recalculated by the university to which the student applies. Only the “required” academic core courses are 

considered when recalculating the grade point average that will be used to determine admission eligibility. A 

student may be assigned additional weights in Honors, AP, IB, DE, and other advanced courses.  

 

Florida’s State University System developed an Admission Matrix for Florida’s twelve public state 

universities. The Admission Matrix outlines the average freshman data for the specific school year for each 

state university.  

Steps in Sending the College Application  

¶ Application to one of the Florida Universities is done on-line. 

¶ Students should request that an official transcript be sent to the University/College. 

¶ Some colleges may request a letter of recommendation or the names and addresses of persons who will serve 

as references. Make sure to give the person writing the recommendation at least two weeks lead time and 

obtain permission from the people whose names you wish to use as personal references.  

¶ When the college receives your completed application forms and supporting documents (official transcript, 

references, and test scores), the college admissions office will evaluate your qualifications. 

¶ After you have been notified of acceptance, you are usually given a period of several weeks to reply. During 

this time, if you have been accepted by more than one college, you must make your final decision. Usually, 

acceptance is not final until you have notified the college of your intent to study there and have made a deposit. 

¶ Keep your counselor informed of your status at all schools to which you have applied. 

 

Students’ Rights and Responsibilities in the College Admission Process 
 

Before You Apply: 

You have the right to receive factual and comprehensive information from colleges and universities about their 

admission, financial costs, aid opportunities, practices and packaging policies, and housing policies. If you 

consider applying under an early admission, or early action decision plan, you have a right to receive complete 

and accurate information from the college about its processes and policies. 

 

When You Are Offered Admission: 

You have the right to wait to respond to an offer of admission and/or financial aid until May 1.  

Colleges that request commitments or offers of admission and/or financial assistance prior to May 1, must 

clearly offer you the opportunity to request (in writing) an extension until May 1. They must grant you this 

extension and your request may not jeopardize your status for admission and/or financial aid. This right does 

not apply to candidates under an early decision program. 

 

If You are Placed on a Wait List or Alternate List: 
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The letter that notifies you of that placement should provide a history that describes the number of students on 

the wait list, the number offered admission, and the availability of financial aid and housing. 

Colleges may require neither a deposit nor a written commitment as a condition of remaining on a wait list. 

Colleges are expected to notify you of the resolution of your wait list status by August 1 at the latest. 

 

As You Apply 

You must complete all material that is required for application and submit your application on or before the published 

deadlines. You should be the sole author of your applications. You should seek the assistance of your high school 

counselor early and throughout the application period. Follow the process recommended by your high school for filing 

college applications. When appropriate, it is the responsibility of the student to arrange for visits to and/or interviews at 

colleges of your choice 

 

After You Receive Your Admission Decisions: 

You must notify each college or university which accepts you whether you are accepting or rejecting its offer. You should 

make these notifications as soon as you have made a final decision as to the college that you wish to attend but no later 

than May 1 or by the deadline given by the institution.  

 

You may confirm your intention to enroll and, if required, submit a deposit to only one college or university. The exception 

to this arises if you are put on a wait list by a college or university and are later admitted to that institution. You may 

accept the offer and send a deposit. However, you must immediately notify the college or university at which you 

previously indicated your intention to enroll. 

 

If you are accepted under an early decision plan, you must promptly withdraw the applications submitted to other 

colleges and universities and make no additional applications. If you are an early decision candidate and are seeking 

financial aid, you need not withdraw other applications until you have received notification about financial aid. 

If you think that your rights as a student have been denied, you should contact the college or university immediately to 

request additional information or the extension of a reply date. In addition, you should ask your counselor to notify the 

president of your state or regional affiliate of the National Association of College Admission Counseling. If you need 

further assistance, send a copy of any correspondence you have had with the college or university and a copy of your 

letter of admission to:  NACAC, 1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 400, Arlington, VA   22201; www.nacacnet.org 

 

College and Scholarship Resource Materials 
Students researching scholarships will find that there are several important resources available.  

Sarasota County Scholarship Scene is online at http://sarasotacountyschools.net/students.aspx. 

College resource and scholarship information is also available at 

http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/scholarships/ 

   

College Admissions... 
“What Else Should Students Know Before their Senior Year?” 

 

Q. How do I apply to one of Florida’s state universities? 

A. State Universities require that prospective students complete an electronic application, which is accessible 

on their web sites.  

 

Q. When should I apply? 

A. Although students are advised to complete their college applications early in the senior 

year, they are reminded that application deadlines vary among colleges. For example, the University of 

http://sarasotacountyschools.net/students.aspx
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/scholarships/
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Florida has “one” application deadline, November 1, regardless of which term (spring, summer, or fall) the 

applicant wants to be admitted. However, the University of Central Florida has several application deadlines 

depending on the term the applicant wants to be admitted. If summer admission is preferred, there is a 

March 1 deadline, but if fall admission is requested, the application deadline is May 1. Students should 

always contact the university in which they are interested in order to verify the application 

deadlines. Remember, some of the state universities operate under a rolling admission policy, which 

means that as soon as all credentials are in place the candidate will be notified regarding the admission 

decision.   

 

Q.  What is the Talented Twenty Program? 

A. Graduates from Florida public high schools, who rank in the top 20% of their class, have completed the 

required 18 units of core courses and submitted an SAT or ACT test score shall be admitted into one of the 

twelve state universities, although not necessarily the university of the applicant’s choice. After three 

notifications of denial, other universities will provide complimentary reviews of the transcripts of the 

Talented Twenty applicants at the request of the high school counselor. Once a student has been accepted 

by any university, the guarantee for admissions can be considered met, even if the student does not wish 

to attend that particular university. 

 

Q. What should I do about submitting my application if I plan to retake the SAT or ACT? 

A. No matter how you apply, the application will require information about the ACT and SAT tests that you 

have taken to date. They will also ask for the dates that you are planning to take these tests in the future. If 

the university is unable to admit you on the basis of the test scores submitted to date, a decision will be 

delayed until results are received for the additional tests you have indicated you will be completing. 

 

Q. How will state universities evaluate my application if I take the SAT or ACT several times? 

A. The universities will use the best of your scores. You are given every advantage since they will even use 

the best of the subscores in a mix and match process. For example, if you have taken the SAT three times, 

the admissions office will use the best verbal and the best math score and recombine them for a new total 

score. This procedure is also used with ACT scores using the best of each of the subtest areas and 

averaging them to reach a new composite score. 

 

Q. What kind of courses are needed if the student is hoping to attend a highly selective college 

outside the state (examples: Ivy League colleges, Duke, Stanford, Vanderbilt, etc.)? 

A. Any college-bound student should complete the most rigorous courses possible. Certainly, highly 

competitive colleges are looking for upper level classes in the areas of science and math, expect to see at 

least two units of the same foreign language (and often prefer more), as well as courses in the areas of 

social studies, fine arts, and academically challenging electives. Such colleges also look closely for honors, 

dual enrollment, International Baccalaureate, AICE, and Advanced Placement courses. 

 

Q. What is the most important factor in the college admission process? 

A. Much has been written about this topic, but without question, admissions professionals agree that the most 

critical factor is the student’s high school record: the kinds of courses chosen as well as the pattern of grades. 

 

Q. Is involvement in activities important in the college selection process? 

A. Activities may play a part in the review of the applicant. However, the number of activities is not nearly as 

important as the degree of involvement. Students often become panicked that they must join a laundry list of 
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clubs in high school to prove their worth. Instead, identify a few that are of real value and importance to you and 

become truly involved. Seek leadership roles. Serve on a committee. You will be happier, and your activities will 

be of greater merit as a result.  

 

 

2018 State University System of Florida Admissions Tour MATRIX 

Universities FAMU FAU FGCU FIU 
FLPOL

Y 
FSU NCF UCF UF UNF USF UWF 

Location Tallahassee 
Boca 

Raton Ft. Myers Miami Lakeland Tallahassee  Sarasota Orlando Gainesville 
Jacksonville 

Tampa Pensacola 

Enrollment Fall 
2017 

9,909 30,203 14,916 56718 1,378 41,900 859 66,180 52,669 16,309 43,543 12,979 

Undergraduate 
Enrollment Fall 

2016 
6,559 25,025 13,757 47,629 1,362 35,340 835 56,974 35,247 14,255 30,984 10,064 

Sports Division 
Div I Div I Div I 

Div I NA 
Div I 

N/A 
Div I 

Div I 
Div I Div I Div II 

Types of 
Applications 

Accepted 

FAMU 
Application 

Only 

FAU 
Online 

Applicatio
n or 

Common 
App for 
Wilkes 
Honors 

FGCU 
Online 

Application 
Institutional 

Institutiona
l and 

Common 
App 

FSU Online 
Application or 
the Coalition 

Application or 
Common 

Application 

Common 
Application 

UCF 
Institutio
nal and 

Common 
App 

Coalition Application 
exclusively for FTIC  

Apply web application 
for Transfer 

Institutional 
Application 

and 
Common 

Application 

Institutional 
Application, 

Coalition 

Common 
App, 

Institutional 
App 

What is your 
admissions 

notification plan? 

Rolling   
Priority for 

Scholars 
November 1 

Rolling 
with 

February 
15th 

Priority 
Deadline 

Rolling 
Rolling until 
pathway is 

full 

October 15 
Notificatio
n date and 
every two 
weeks for 

application
s received 
after Oct. 1 

Deadline 
Dates:  

11/1/2018 and 
2/7/2019         

Corresponding 
Notification 

Dates:      
1/31/2098 and 

3/28/2019 

Early 
Decision 
(apply by 

11/1/, 
decision by 
12/15, reply 

by 1/15); 
Rolling 

(apply 11/1-
4/15 , 

decision by 
4/25, reply 

by 5/1 

Rolling 
Primary Notification: 

Feb 8th Late 
Notification: Mar 29th 

Rolling 

Rolling, first 
decision will 
be sent out 

in early 
October 

Nov 10 & Dec 
10-Priority 
notification 
Rolling after 

that 

Fall 2018 
Acceptance Rate 

39% 36% 62% 46% N/A 33% 61% 43% 39% 
31%(by July, 

2018) 
 53% 

Middle 50% 
Accepted GPA – 

Fall 2018 
3.5 – 3.99 3.8 - 4.46 3.46 – 4.25 4.2 3.65 – 4.53 4.1 – 4.5 3.77 – 4.38 

3.79 – 
4.34 

4.2 – 4.6 4.0 – 4.4* 3.94 – 4.44 3.67 – 4.09 

Middle 50% SAT 
Accepted – Fall 

2018 

ERW: 550-
590 Math: 
550-590 

SAT 
Evidence-

Based 
Reading 

and 
Writing 
5660-640 

SAT math 
570-640 

ERW:550-
620 Math: 
530 – 600 

1280 1230-1350 1290-1400 1210-1400 

1280-
1370 

(EWR 
620-690 

and 
Math 

620-690 

1300-1450 
*EWR: 610-
680 M: 590-

670 
1240-1365 

Composite: 
1130-1230 

Middle 50% ACT 
Accepted – Fall 

2018 
18-21 

ACT 
English 20-

25 
ACT Math 

20 – 25 
ACT 

Reading 
21-26 
ACT 

Science 23-
27 

Reading:23-
30 

English:22-
27 

Math: 21-26 
Composite 

24.5 

28 27-32 28-32 26-32 

26-30 
(Reading 

28-33, 
English 
25-31, 

Math 24-
28, 

Science 
24-30) 

29-33 
*Composite: 
25-29 E/W 
24-30/7-8 

24-29 
Composite 

23-27 
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EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET 
NOTE: All web sites were active as of July 2017.   Although commercial web sites will offer products which are for sale after the “freebies” have been 

previewed, every attempt has been made to only list web sites which provide their services for free. Except for flvc.org, none of the listed internet 

resources and organizations are endorsed by Sarasota County School District; they are being listed with the intent of students using them to conduct 

personal research in order to make postsecondary planning decisions regarding colleges, technical institutes, technical programs, college majors, 

careers, financial aid, and scholarship opportunities.  

 

Career Planning Search Sites 

http://www.bridges.com/cpflorida  Career explorations, interest inventories, and much more! Students are encouraged to go to this 

web site and start developing a career portfolio.  

http://www.careervoyages.gov  U.S. Department of Labor sponsored tools for career exploration 

http://www.emplflorida.net  Includes “Youth Services” with tools for students  

http://www.asvabprogram.com  Career exploration resource tool 

http://www.floridanext.com  Interactive exploration tools geared to teens 

http://www.bls.gove/oco/home.htm  The Occupational Outlook Handbook 

http://www.monster.com  Job and career information 

http://www.career.fsu.edu/  FSU Career Center (Note: most state universities’ career centers can be accessed by visiting their web sites) 

http://www.floridashines.org   State of Florida postsecondary planning resources; Students are encouraged to go to this web site and 

develop an Academic and Career Education Plan. 

http://www.mymajors.com  Provides assistance with selecting a college major 

http://www.mapping-your-future.org  Main focus is on postsecondary planning 

http://www.nextSTEPmagazine.com  More test-taking tips and recommendations 

 

College Search Sites 

http://www.petersons.com  Will allow searches based on prospective college major; online college applications nationwide 

http://www.collegeview.com  Provides comparative college information 

http://www.ecampustours.com  Students can take virtual college tours! 

http://www.xap.com  Over 2000 colleges are listed with campus tour information provided 

http://www.usnews.com  US News and World Reports provides information on recent college rankings for four year universities and  

community colleges; The U.S. News site provides a college search/comparison tool as well as permitting a student to search out 

scholarship and financial aid opportunities. A career component is included in this site. 

http://www.smart.net/~pope/hbcu/hbculist.htm  Listing and links to all the historically Black colleges 

http://www.flvc.org  Search for a Florida postsecondary institution by: major, type of degree, location, cost, sports and activities 

http://www.mycollegeguide.org  Match your personal profile to a specific list of colleges 

http://www.collegedegree.com/handcrafted2.asp   Provides postsecondary distance learning opportunities 

http://www.universities.com  Over 10,000 listed including information about distance learning opportunities 

http://www.collegebound.net  A variety of resources can be used on this site to connect learners with educational opportunities! 

http://www.nces.ed.gov  This is the site for the National Center for Education Statistics 

http://www.icuf.org  Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida  

http://www.collegeview.com  This site includes a free online college search service as well as several other features. 

http://www.nacac.net.org  National Association for College Admission Counseling 

http://www.schoolsintheUSA.com  Allows a comprehensive search for scholarships, colleges, and financial aid   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bridges.com/cpflorida
http://www.careervoyages.gov/
http://www.emplflorida.net/
http://www.asvabprogram.com/
http://www.floridanext.com/
http://www.bls.gove/oco/home.htm
http://www.monster.com/
http://www.career.fsu.edu/
http://www.floridashines.org/
http://www.mymajors.com/
http://www.mapping-your-future.org/
http://www.nextstepmagazine.com/
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.collegeview.com/
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.xap.com/
http://www.usnews.com/
http://www.smart.net/~pope/hbcu/hbculist.htm
http://www.flvc.org/
http://www.mycollegeguide.org/
http://www.collegedegree.com/handcrafted2.asp
http://www.universities.com/
http://www.collegebound.net/
http://www.nces.ed.gov/
http://www.icuf.org/
http://www.collegeview.com/
http://www.nacac.net.org/
http://www.schoolsintheusa.com/
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EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET 

Students With Disabilities Search Sites 

http://www.ahead.org  Association on Higher Education and Disability 

http://www.scholarshipprograms.org  Bank of America Abilities Scholarship Program 

http://www.ncset.org   National Center on Secondary Education and Transition  

http://www.heath.gwu.edu  National Clearinghouse on Postsecondary Education for Individuals with Disabilities 

http://www.icdri.org  The International Center for Disability Resources on the Internet 

http://www.college-scholarships.com/learning_disabilities.htm  Scholarship opportunities for students with learning 

disabilities  

http://www.collgeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html  Information on the process of receiving testing accommodations 

for the PSAT and SAT 

http://www.act.org/aap/disab/policy.html  Information on the process of receiving testing accommodations for the ACT 

NOTE: You are encouraged to check the financial aid links at each of the state’s independent colleges and universities as well as the state universities 

in order to see if scholarship opportunities are available for students with learning disabilities. 

 

Testing Information and Preparation 

http://www.ets.org  Educational Testing Service 

http://wwwact.org   ACT information, registration and practice tests   

http://www.collegeboard.com  Online SAT registration, information, practice tests, and college applications  

http://www.princetonreview.com  Princeton Review admissions information and SAT information 

 

Minority Students Search Sites 

http://www.black-collegian.com  Career information and discussion of current issues 

http://www.free-4u.com/minority.htm  Scholarships for specific minority and ethnic groups 

http://www.uncf.org  United Negro College Fund-The UNCF provides scholarships, internships, and advocacy services 

to African American students demonstrating a need for their services and programs. 

http://www.site.hispanicfund.org 

Hispanic College Fund -This site provides scholarships and services to increase the representation of Hispanic students 

at colleges across the country. 

http://www.hsf.net Hispanic Scholarship Fund Another site that will provide Hispanic students with a variety of programs 

and scholarship information to make college more accessible.  

NOTE: Some of the state universities and state independent colleges and universities have set aside scholarship opportunities for minority students. 

You are encouraged to check the financial aid links at each of these state postsecondary institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ahead.org/
http://www.scholarshipprograms.org/
http://www.ncset.org/
http://www.heath.gwu.edu/
http://www.icdri.org/
http://www.college-scholarships.com/learning_disabilities.htm
http://www.collgeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html
http://www.act.org/aap/disab/policy.html
http://www.ets.org/
http://wwwact.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.black-collegian.com/
http://www.free-4u.com/minority.htm
http://www.uncf.org/
http://www.site.hispanicfund.org/
http://www.hsf.net/


27 

 

 EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET 

 

Athletics Search Sites 

http://www.ncaa.org National Collegiate Athletic Association; qualifying criteria and eligibility process for participation 

in Division I and Division II collegiate athletic programs. 

http://www.naia.org/  National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics; qualifying criteria and eligibility process for 

participation in 4 year (other than Divisions I and II.) and 2 year (where bachelor degrees are awarded) collegiate athletic 

programs 

http://www.njcaa.org  National Junior College Athletic Association; qualifying criteria and eligibility process for 

participation in collegiate athletic programs at community colleges.  

 

 

 

Helpful Sites for Parents and Guardians 

http://www.collegeparents.org  College Parents of America; support and information for parents 

https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  National Center for Education Statistics 

http://www.floridashines.org  Now, you can access your child’s academic transcripts and review his or her eligibility for 

the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program seven days a week, 24 hours a day. You can also participate in 

developing your child’s Four Year Career and Educational Plan. 

 

 

 

WARNING WARNING WARNING WARNING WARNING WARNING WARNING 

 

There are now a growing number of “copycat” web sites. For example, an error in typing 

“collegeboard.com” may take you to a variety of fake web sites. Legitimate organizations will always provide contact 

information, the name of parent companies and sponsors, and some statement of their mission. Typically, reputable 

commercial web sites operate by having you enter personal data which they can then use for their commercial purposes 

in exchange for the free information they are providing. This usually is a reasonable exchange since the junk mail 

generated is often from companies responding to specific information you have provided. In other words, it could be junk 

mail you will want to receive; tailored to your needs or expressed interests. This process allows companies to continue to 

support these extremely helpful web sites and search tools. With some caution exercised by you, the consumer, the 

internet can provide the most up to the minute information available. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.naia.org/
http://www.njcaa.org/
http://www.collegeparents.org/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
http://www.floridashines.org/
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COLLEGE ATHLETICS 
KNOW THE RULES FOR NCAA ELIGIBILITY 

                http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA18.pdf 

 
 
NOTE: Prior to enrolling in any district offered virtual or credit recovery program, prospective student-athletes 

must speak with their school counselors to determine if the program meets NCAA core course guidelines. 

 

Preparing To Participate In College Sports 

Helpful Tips to Remember 

D Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at the beginning of your junior year.  

D Complete the registration process. Answer all questions as truthfully as possible. 

  Incomplete or incorrectly reported information can jeopardize your eligibility status.  

D Send your transcripts to the Eligibility Center; request that your transcripts be sent to  

 NCAA by completing the necessary forms in the Guidance Department.  

 Note: This should be done at the end of your junior and immediately following 

  high school graduation.  

D Send your college entrance test scores. Remember, make sure to use NCAA’s 

  “9999” code when registering for the SAT or ACT.  

D  Request a final certification. Log in to the NCAA student account that you created 

 and update any new information.  

            D    Graduate from high school “on time” in eight semesters (4 years). This is a requirement  

 if you want to participate in NCAA Division 1 athletics.  

D Meet with your high school counselor to review the school’s NCAA List of Approved  

 Core Courses. Check to make sure that all the core courses that you have taken and/or plan to take 

are on the list. The list of NCAA’s core-course requirements can be reviewed at 

www.eligibilitycenter.org  

 

      Information pertaining to NCAA’s current eligibility criteria, guidelines, rules, and registration tips 

was taken directly from the organization’s web site 

http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA18.pdf  at the time of updating this 

publication.   

 

 

FINANCIAL AID/SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Types of Financial Aid 
For college or training after high school (including programs at Suncoast Technical College , most students will 

need some financial assistance. At least initially, do not rule out a college or program on the basis of cost 

alone. If the student qualifies, he/she may receive enough money to pay for his/her education. There are three 

major types of financial aid: 

http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA18.pdf
http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA18.pdf
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Grants or Scholarships—money that does not have to be repaid. Grants are almost always based on need 

alone, whereas scholarship recipients usually have to meet other criteria, such as academic achievement, 

participation in activities, etc. 

 

Loans—must be repaid. However, these usually have lower interest rates than conventional loans. Most 

educational loans are in the name of the student and are repaid after the individual has graduated or left 

college. 

 

Student Employment or Work-Study—the college/school locates a job for the student or the student may 

find his/her own work. Loans and work aid are sometimes called “self-help aid.” Students usually receive a 

combination of grants and self-help aid from various sources. This is called a “Financial Aid Package.” The 

financial aid administrator at the college will help put student aid packages together, but the first step to be 

taken is applying for financial aid. Applying for admission is not enough; one must apply separately for 

financial aid. 

 

Tips that will help the student stay on track: 

Visit the web site of the colleges that are of interest or read their catalogs. Students may download an 

admissions application from the internet, complete an electronic application on the internet, or write to the 

admissions office at those colleges for an admissions application form. Students will have to contact each 

college’s Financial Aid Office in order to discuss available financial aid and scholarship opportunities. It is best 

to do this early in the senior year. 

 
Make sure that all of the required financial aid paperwork is filed. The colleges/schools to which the student is 
applying may have their own financial aid application. All colleges and post-secondary schools participating in 
the federal financial aid programs require completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). Families may complete an electronic FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Families are encouraged 
to submit the FAFSA as soon after the application window opens.  Financial aid seminars are offered for 
seniors and their parents each January, and the website is open for application October 1 of the student’s 
graduation year. 
 
See your school counselor, school media specialist and public librarian for books, articles, and leaflets on 
financial aid. Students may qualify for programs because of academic achievement, religious affiliation, ethnic 
or racial heritage, community activities, organizational memberships, artistic talents, athletic skills, career plans 
or proposed field of study. 
 
Check to see if parents’ employers, professional associations, or labor unions sponsor any grants, 
scholarships or loans. 
 
For further information regarding local scholarship opportunities, check the school district’s web site, 
www.sarasotacountyschools.net.  Click on the “Student” tab.  An additional website is 
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/scholarships/. 
 

How to Apply for Financial Aid 

The following steps are recommended in applying for financial aid: 

 

1. Apply for admission to the school/college of your choice. This may be done before or after applying for 

financial aid, but you must be accepted for admission by the Registrar or Admissions Office before financial 

assistance can be granted. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/scholarships/
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2. Students should visit the web sites of the post-secondary institutions (university, college, technical school, 

etc.) that they are interested in attending in order to research the process that is required in order to secure 

financial aid. If there are required institutional applications/forms, they can usually be downloaded from the 

web site or  completed electronically. If the institutional financial aid applications/forms are downloaded from 

the internet,  make sure that they are all completed and returned to the Financial Aid Office of the 

college/school by the indicated deadline. In completing the institutional applications/forms for financial aid, you 

need to print or type all information required.  Be sure you supply all of the necessary information. Do not use 

nicknames on the forms. If you have any change in your address prior to enrolling in the school, be sure you 

notify the Financial Aid Office of the change. 

3. Complete the online Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.ed.gov.The online           

application should be completed as soon as possible after the window opens for application.   Some colleges 

have early deadlines by which they want these forms submitted to the processor. Students should not wait on 

an admissions decision before filing the FAFSA. 

4. Students needing financial assistance should complete local scholarship applications, which are available 

through the guidance office. Such programs are announced through the Sarasota County Scholarship 

Scene, a local resource guide that can be accessed by visiting the district’s web site: 

http://www.sarasotacountyschools.net.  Also check 

http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/scholarships/ for scholarships and information. Students should 

encourage their parents to see if their employers offer scholarships or other financial aid for the sons and 

daughters of employees. 

5. Students should consult teachers in specialized areas. Often, teachers are aware of scholarships and other aid 

in their particular specialties. 

6. Students should check with the church or synagogue (or religious denomination) to which they belong to see if 

any scholarships or financial aid programs are offered. 

7. Students should see their school counselor and discuss concerns/questions regarding financial aid. 

Every student is entitled to apply for scholarships or financial aid and only those who have applied will be 

eligible for consideration. If a student is a college-bound senior, it is wise for him or her to work with a school 

counselor or financial aid coordinator in obtaining applications for scholarships and other financial aid for which 

he or she may be eligible. Remember, students should apply for financial aid whether they think they will 

qualify or not. Let other people make the decision. Due to the complexity of the need-based formula, a 

student’s eligibility can only be determined by completing the application.  Don’t be left out! 

 

Financial Aid and Scholarship Sites on the Internet **: 
 

www.fafsa.ed.gov-- FAFSA on the Web            

(FEDERAL STUDENT AID TOLL FREE HELP LINE: 1-800-433-3243) 

www.pin.ed.gov-- FASFA PIN registration  

www.ed.gov/students-- U.S. Department of Education 

www.collegeanswer.com-- Free scholarship search engine 

www.college-scholarship.com-- Another free national scholarship search engine 

http://www.collegescholarships.com-- Hundreds of national scholarship listings  

http://www.free4-u.com--National search engine for a variety of scholarship opportunities 

http://www.fastweb.com-- This site provides one of the largest free scholarship searches including over 275,000 awards 

in the database. 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org--This site provides access to the Florida Department of Education Office of 

Student Financial Assistance- State scholarship and Grant Programs  

http://www.embark.com-- This site permits exploration of careers and majors, applications via the web, scholarship 

search, etc. 

http://www.Scholarship.com-- A fantastic and free national scholarship search engine. 

http://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/departments/scholarships/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/students
http://www.collegeanswer.com/
http://www.college-scholarship.com/
http://www.collegescholarships.com/
http://www.free4-u.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
http://www.embark.com/
http://www.scholarship.com/
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http://www.freschinfo.com-- National scholarship search engine 

http://www.wiredscholar.com-- Another fabulous national scholarship search engine  

www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf -- Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program   

(TOLL FREE HELP LINE: 1-888-827-2004)   

http://www.collegebound.net/studentrewards -- Explore and increase your knowledge on the financial aid process; 

learn strategies to maximize your aid and scholarships.   

http://www.fastaid.com -- One of the largest private sector scholarship database on the net.   

www.florida529plans.com/index.html-- Learn more about prepaid college plans 

www.fedmoney.org-- List of federal grants, loans, scholarships and fellowships,  

www.collegeboard.com --College Board has a variety of financial aid and scholarship resources as well as SAT 

information.  

www.fastweb.com --  Fastweb, a free national scholarship search 

http://www.finaid.org --Sponsored by the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, this site provides: 

a comprehensive guide to student financial aid, information regarding scholarship scams, and tools for estimating the family 

contribution. 

http://www.mycollegeguide.org --This site provides: access to the common application; a college and scholarship search, 

and several articles related to college admissions. 

http://www.embark.com -- This site permits exploration of careers and majors, applications via the web, scholarship 

search, etc. 

http://www.Scholarship.com--This is another free national scholarship search; scholarships are matched to your personal 

profile    

http://www.collegiatefunding.com-- Answers to most frequently asked financial aid questions 

http://www.princetonreview.com -- Princeton Review’s site will permit students to explore careers and majors, 

applications via the web, and search scholarships. 

http://www.scholarshipexperts.com 

 

**Note: All websites were active as of July 2018. The listed internet resources and organizations are being listed 

with the intent of students using them to conduct personal research in order to make postsecondary planning 

decisions.  

 

Other than the Florida Department of Education and the Federal Department of Education sponsored web sites,  

none of the listed organizations are endorsed by the district.  The sites are provided as a convenience. 

 

 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

FINANCIAL AID 

PROGRAM 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE/ 

AMOUNT OF AWARD 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

 

FLORIDA STUDENT  

ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

(FSAG)* 

Must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or an 
eligible non-citizen; residency and citizenship is 
determined by the postsecondary institution.  
Applicants must enroll for a minimum of 12 credit 
hours per term, or its equivalent, in an associate 
or baccalaureate degree program in an eligible 
public or private college or university in Florida; be 
enrolled in a minimum 6 credit hours per term, 
or its equivalent, in an associate or baccalaureate 
degree program at a state university to participate 
in a public part-time FSAG Program. Meet 
Florida’s general eligibility requirements for receipt 
of state aid. 
Award amounts may vary each academic year. 

Students may apply for this program 
through the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  
The online FASFA can be completed 
electronically at www.fasfa.ed.gov 
Deadlines, application procedures, 
student eligibility, and the award 
amount, is determined by 
participating universities and 
colleges. You may want to contact 
the institution that you are planning 
to attend to request an application 
and get further details. 

http://www.freschinfo.com/
http://www.wiredscholar.com/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf
http://www.collegebound.net/studentrewards
http://www.fastaid.com/
http://www.florida529plans.com/index.html
http://www.fedmoney.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.mycollegeguide.org/
http://www.embark.com/
http://www.scholarship.com/
http://www.collegiatefunding.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.fasfa.ed.gov/
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FEDERAL STAFFORD 

STUDENT LOAN  

PROGRAM* 

 

 

 

 

Be a citizen of the U.S. or be in the U.S. for other 
than a temporary purpose with the intent to become 
a permanent resident. Family must complete Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 
Students may qualify for subsidized version of loan 
(government pays interest for time student in 
school) or unsubsidized loan (student responsible 
for interest from day loan is issued). An additional 
program, the Stafford Direct Student Loan, involves 
the college as the direct lending agency. 
 

Students may obtain a list of lending 
agencies by contacting banks, 
savings and loans, and some 
postsecondary institutions may also 
be acting as lenders under this 
program. 
Students can also review a list of 
lenders on the Florida DOE Office of 
Student Financial Assistance 
website: 
www.floridastudentfinanicalaid.org 

FLORIDA PUBLIC  

POSTSECONDARY CAREER 

EDUCATION STUDENT  

ASSISTANCE GRANT  

PROGRAM 

Must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or an 
eligible non-citizen; residency and citizenship is 
determined by the postsecondary institution.  
Must meet Florida’s general eligibility requirements 
for receipt of state aid. Must be enrolled in a 
minimum of 6 credit hours per term at an eligible 
community college or career center. 
Award amounts may vary each academic year. 

Deadlines, application procedures, 
student eligibility, and the award 
amount, is determined by 
participating universities and 
colleges. You may want to contact 
the institution that you are planning 
to attend to request an application 
and get further details.  
The student will demonstrate 
financial need by completing an 
electronic FAFSA form at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 in time to be processed by the 
deadline specified by the 
postsecondary institution. 

ACCESS TO BETTER LEARNING 

AND EDUCATION GRANT 

PROGRAM (ABLE) 

Must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or an 
eligible non-citizen; residency and citizenship is 
determined by the postsecondary institution. 
Must meet Florida’s general eligibility requirements 
for receipt of state aid. Must be enrolled in a 
minimum of 12 credit hours per term at an eligible 
Florida college or university in a baccalaureate 
degree program and must not be enrolled in a 
program of study leading to a degree in theology or 
divinity.  The award amount is specified each year 
by the Florida Legislature in the General 
Appropriations Act. 
 
 

Deadlines, application procedures, 
student eligibility, and the award 
amount, is determined by 
participating universities and 
colleges. You may want to contact 
the institution that you are planning 
to attend to request an application 
and get further details. 
 

FIRST GENERATION  

MATCHING GRANT 

Must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or an 
eligible non-citizen; residency and citizenship is 
determined by the postsecondary institution.  The 
student must be a first generation college student. 
A student is considered “first generation” if neither 
of the student’s parents earned a college degree at 
the baccalaureate level or higher. A student would 
also be eligible if he/she regularly resided with and 
received support from only one parent who did not 
earn a baccalaureate degree. The Student must 
be accepted to a state university and enrolled in a 
minimum of 6 credit hours per term in a 
baccalaureate degree program. Students must 
also meet any additional eligibility requirements as 
established by the postsecondary institution.  
 
 
 

Students must demonstrate their 
financial need by completing a 
(FAFSA) in time to be processed by 
the deadline specified by the 
postsecondary institution. Students 
must meet the application 
procedures established by the 
participating institution.  Applications 
may be obtained at the financial aid 
offices of state universities.  

http://www.floridastudentfinanicalaid.org/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CHILDREN 

OF DECEASED OR DISABLED  

VETERANS 

Children of deceased or 100% disabled veterans, 

POW’s and MIA’s must be a Florida resident and a 

U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizens’ residency and 

citizenship is determined by the postsecondary 

institution. Applicant must attend a public post-

secondary institution in Florida. Students must 

enroll in an undergraduate degree or certificate 

program for a minimum of six credit hours, 180 

clock hours, or the equivalent per term.  Pays the 

amount of tuition and fees for an academic year. 

 

 

Submit a fully competed electronic 
Florida Financial Aid Application 
online at 
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org 

by April 1 and ensure that the 
Florida Department of Veterans’ 
Affair certifies the applicant’s 
eligibility by April 1.   

 

PARENT LOAN FOR  

UNDERGRADUATE 

STUDENTS 

Under this program, parents may borrow up to the 
cost of attendance minus other aid the student is 
receiving.  

Applications and current rates are 
available from lending institutions or 
from the financial aid office of the 
college the student will be attending. 
 
 

JOSE MARTI SCHOLARSHIP  

CHALLENGE GRANT 

 

Must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or an 

eligible non-citizen; residency and citizenship is 

determined by the postsecondary institution.  

Students must be of Spanish culture, born in or 

having a natural parent who was born in either 

Mexico or Spain or a Hispanic country of the 

Caribbean or Central or South America regardless 

of race. Must have earned, by the end of the 7th 

semester of high school, an unweighted 3.0 GPA 

(on a 4.0 grade scale). Applicants must enroll as 

degree seeking student at an eligible 

postsecondary institution and enroll in a minimum 

of 12 credit hours each semester/term as an 

undergraduate student.  

This is a need-based merit scholarship that 

provides $2,000 per academic year to students 

who are attending a Florida public or eligible 

private institutions.  

 

Beginning in December, seniors 
must complete the online Florida 
Financial Aid Application before 
April 1 at 
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org  
PLUS 
In order to demonstrate a financial 
need and be eligible to receive the 
full scholarship, Students must also 
complete an electronic FAFSA at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov on or before  
May 1.  
 

MARY MACLEOD BETHUNE 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or an 

eligible non-citizen; residency and citizenship is 

determined by the postsecondary institution.  Must 

be enrolled at Bethune-Cookman University, 

Edward Waters College, Florida A&M University, 

or Florida Memorial University as a degree seeking 

student for a minimum of 12 credit hours per 

semester/term or the equivalent. Candidates must 

have earned a minimum unweighted cumulative 

3.0 on a 4.0 grade scale 

Deadlines, application procedures, 

student eligibility, and the award 

amount, is determined by 

participating universities and colleges. 

You may want to contact the 

institution that you are planning to 

attend to request an application and 

get further details.  Demonstrate 

financial need as specified by the 

participating institution. Meet the 

application procedures and deadlines 

established by the participating 

institution.  

 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


34 

 

FLORIDA’S BRIGHT 

FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM 

 

This state funded scholarship program serves as 

an umbrella for three major award programs:  

•Florida Academic Scholars Award 

•Florida Merit Scholars Award  

•Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award  

-Gold Seal CAPE Scholars Award-new for 2017grads 

Specific program eligibility requirements and funding 

information are included in this publication. If you have 

further questions following the review of this information, 

see your counselor or visit the program’s web site at 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/.  

 

High school counselors work with 

students in electronically transmitting 

records to the Florida Department of 

Education for evaluation of program 

eligibility. Beginning October 1; 

seniors may apply by completing the 

online Florida Financial Aid 

Application at 

www.floridastudentfinancalaid.org/

ssad/bf. Evaluations are done at the 

end of seventh semester and at the end 

of eighth semester. The Department of 

Education communicates eligibility 

status directly with the student. 

Florida Fund for Minority 

Teachers 

This is a collaborative performance-based 

scholarship program for African-American, 

Hispanic-American, Asian-American, and Native 

American students. Students must be an Untied 

States citizen or eligible non-citizen while meeting 

Florida’s residency requirement for receipt of state 

student financial aid. Citizenship and residency 

statuses are determined by the postsecondary 

institution. Candidates must have earned 60 credit 

hours, an Associate of Arts degree, or be classified 

as a junior and not earned a baccalaureate degree 

in education. Students must not have exceeded 18 

hours of upper division educations courses at the 

time of application and must have a minimum 2.5 

GPA. 

 

 

 

 

Applications are available on the web 

site of the Florida Fund for Minority 

Teachers, Inc.  (FFMT): www.ffmt.org 

 by selecting “Scholarship” and then 

“Information”. Scroll to the bottom of 

the page for the application. The 

application deadline for the fall 

semester is August 1 and for the 

spring semester it is November 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/
http://www.floridastudentfinancalaid.org/ssad/bf
http://www.floridastudentfinancalaid.org/ssad/bf
http://www.ffmt.org/
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FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS 
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org 

 Florida Legislative Changes/Requirements    note: legislative changes may occur at any time 

1. Students are no longer required to submit a FAFSA as part of the eligibility requirements for Bright Futures awards. 

2. An increase in community service requirement for all three Bright Futures award levels. During the 2011-2012 academic  

    year, and thereafter, the required community service hours to be completed for the following awards are:     

    Florida Academic Scholarship – 100 hours; Florida Medallion Scholarship – 75 hours    

    Gold Seal Vocational – 30 hours;         Gold Seal CAPE Scholars -30 hours 

 

Test Score Requirements  

 

 Florida Academic Scholars and Florida Medallion Scholars  

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION YEAR SAT*                                    ACT** 

                  Composite Score 

FLORIDA ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 

2013-2014 and thereafter 1290                                     29 

FLORIDA MEDALLION SCHOLARSHIP 

2013-2014 and thereafter 1170                                     26 

 

 

* SAT scores based on Critical Reading and Math sections only; March 2016 and forward - Redesigned SAT 

based on Evidence Based Reading and Writing plus Math  

   ** ACT composite score based on English, Reading, Math, and Science sections only.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  The weighted grade point average included on report cards and student transcripts is not the same as the 

Bright Futures weighted grade point average.  The calculations are different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
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2018-2019 Award Amounts per Credit Hour 

Florida Bright Futures Scholarships 
 

2018-2019 Bright Futures 
Scholarship 

Per Hour Award Amounts  Credit  Hour Award Clock Hour 
Award  Semester Quarter 

Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) & Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)*  

Career Certificate Program (PSAV) $39 $26 $1.30 

Applied Technology Diploma Program (ATD) $39 $26 $1.30 

Technical Degree Education Program 
(AS, AAS, CCC) 

 

$48 
 

$32 
 

$1.60 

Bachelors of Science (BS)* 
 
 

$48 $32  

Bachelors of Applied Science (BAS)* $48 $32  
*  GSC recipients who earn a qualifying A.S. or A.A.S degree may receive an award toward a qualifying B.S. or B.A.S. degree. 

 
Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) will receive an award to cover 100% of tuition and applicable fees and $300 for 

both fall and spring semesters for additional educational expenses. Students attending a Florida public institution will 

have tuition and applicable fees covered. These fees include activity and service fee, health fee, athletic fee, financial 

aid fee, capital improvement fee, campus access/transportation fee, technology fee and tuition differential fee. 

Students attending a nonpublic institution will receive a comparable amount as noted in the Private Award Chart. 

 

Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS) will receive an award to cover 75% of tuition and applicable fees at a Florida 

public institution.  Students attending a non-public institution in Florida will receive a comparable amount as noted 

in the Private Award Chart.  FMS students can receive an award during the summer sessions to cover tuition and 

applicable fees, beginning with the 2019 summer term.  

 

Note:  The Florida legislature may change the award amounts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS 
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FLORIDA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS 
Public and Private 
Institutions  

All students will receive the specified award amounts established by the Florida Legislature in the General 
Appropriations Act. Florida legislation regarding the awards may be subject to change at any time.  Institutional fees 
are not included in the award. 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 3.5 weighted GPA using the credits listed below, combined with the test scores and community service hours listed 
below.  Weighting for more challenging, higher level courses is prescribed by law as .50 per course per year.  (Note: 
GPAs are not rounded.)  

Required Credits  Courses must include 16 credits of college preparatory academic courses.  

¶   4 English (3 with substantial writing)  

¶   4 Mathematics (Algebra I level and above)  

¶   3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)  

¶   3 Social Science  

¶   2 World Language (sequential, in the same language)  
16 Credits 

May use up to two additional optional credits from courses in the academic areas listed above and/or AP, IB, or 

AICE fine arts courses to raise the GPA if necessary 

World Language 
Requirement  

Students must demonstrate world language proficiency at a level equal to two years of high school world language 
(sequential, in the same language) or American Sign Language coursework (see Comprehensive Course Table).  This 
requirement can be met in one of the following ways.  

Complete coursework as follows:  

¶ Second course in high school (Spanish II, French II, German II, etc.)  

¶ Second postsecondary course (Elementary II) as long as the course is for 4.0 credit hours. (The Articulation 
Coordinating Committee (ACC) and the State Board of Education has approved all four-credit world 
language courses to receive one high school credit.)  

¶ Third postsecondary course (Intermediate I), regardless of credits.  
 

Community Service  100 hours, as approved by the district or private school  

Test Scores  ¶ Best combined score of 1290 SAT (math +reading) or (evidence-based reading and writing +math) or best 
composite score of 29 ACT (excluding the writing section)  

¶ The writing sections for both the SAT and ACT will not be used in the total or composite score 

¶ SAT Subject Tests exams are not used for Bright Futures eligibility  

¶ ACT scores are rounded up for scores with .5 and higher; SAT scores do not require rounding  

¶ Sections of the SAT or ACT from different test dates may be used to meet the test criteria; Redesigned SAT 
scores will only be combined with other redesigned scores. 

¶ For early eligibility evaluations, test dates through January 31 will be admissible  

¶ For final eligibility evaluations, test dates through June 30 will be admissible  

¶ For mid-year 7th semester eligibility evaluations, test dates through January 31, will be admissible  
 

Other Ways to Qualify  The other ways to qualify listed below must also meet the community service hours  
requirement.  

¶ National Merit or Achievement Scholars and Finalists  

¶ National Hispanic Scholars  

¶ IB Diploma Recipients (based on exams taken prior to high school graduation)  

¶ Students who have completed the IB Curriculum with best composite score of 1290 SAT or 29 ACT  

¶ AICE Diploma Recipients (based on exams taken prior to and during the high school graduation exam 
administration series ending mid-June)  

¶ Students who have completed the AICE Curriculum with best composite score of 1290 SAT or 29 ACT  

¶ Students who have attended a home education program according to s. 1002.41, F.S., registered with the district 
during grades 11 and 12, and have a best composite score of 1290 SAT or 29 ACT  

¶ GED with best composite score of 1290 SAT or 29 ACT and a 3.5 weighted GPA in the above 16 required credits  

¶ 3-year standard college preparatory program with best composite score of 1290 SAT or 29 ACT and a 3.5 
weighted GPA in the above 16 required credits.  
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FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS 

Florida Medallion Scholars Award 

Public and Private 
Institutions  

All students will receive the specified award amounts established by the Florida Legislature in the General 
Appropriations Act.  Institutional fees are not included in the award. 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 3.0 weighted GPA using the credits listed below, combined with the test scores and community service hours listed 
below.  Weighting for more challenging, higher level courses is prescribed by law as .50 per course per year.  (Note: 
GPAs are not rounded.) 

Required Credits  Courses must include 16 credits of college preparatory academic courses.  

¶   4 English (3 with substantial writing)  

¶   4 Mathematics (Algebra I level and above)  

¶   3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)  

¶   3 Social Science  

¶   2 World Language (sequential, in the same language) 16 Credits 
May use up to two additional optional credits from courses in the academic areas listed above and/or AP, IB, or AICE 
fine arts courses to raise the GPA if necessary  

World Language 
Requirement  

Students must demonstrate world language proficiency at a level equal to two years of high school world language 
(sequential, in the same language) or American Sign Language coursework (see Comprehensive Course Table).  This 
requirement can be met in one of the following ways.  Complete coursework as follows:  

Second course in high school (Spanish II, French II, German II, etc.)  

¶ Second postsecondary course (Elementary II) as long as the course is for 4.0 credit hours. (The Articulation 
Coordinating Committee (ACC) and the State Board of Education has approved all four-credit world 
language courses to receive one high school credit.)  

¶ Third postsecondary course (Intermediate I), regardless of credits.  
 

Community Service 75 hours, as approved by the district or private school 

Test Scores ¶ Best combined score of 1170 SAT (math +reading) or Redesigned SAT (evidence-based reading and writing 
+math) or best composite score of 26  ACT (excluding the writing section)  

¶ The writing sections for both the SAT and ACT will not be used in the total or composite  
 SAT Subject Tests exams are not used for Bright Futures eligibility  

¶ ACT scores are rounded up for scores with .5 and higher; SAT scores do not require rounding  

¶ Sections of the SAT or ACT from different test dates may be used to meet the test criteria; Redesigned SAT 
scores will only be combined with other redesigned scores. 

¶ For early eligibility evaluations, test dates through January 31 will be admissible  

¶ For final eligibility evaluations, test dates through June 30 will be admissible  

¶ For mid-year 7th semester eligibility evaluations, test dates through January 31 will be admissible  
 

         

 Bright Futures award requirements for future high school graduates are subject to change 

with each legislative session.
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FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS 

Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award 

Public and 
Private 
Institutions  

All students will receive the specified (cost per credit hour) award amounts established by the 
Florida Legislature in the General Appropriations Act.    Institutional fees are not included in the 
award. 

Grade Point 
Average 
(GPA) 

3.0 weighted GPA using the 16 core credits required for high school graduation with a 4-year 
diploma (listed below), and a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a minimum of three Career and Technical 
Education credits in one vocational program (taken over two academic years), and test scores 
listed below.  Weighting for more challenging, higher level courses is prescribed by law as .50 
per course per year.  (Note: GPAs are not rounded.)  
 
(See "Other Ways to Qualify" below for 3-year graduation options.)  

Required 
Credits  

Credits must be in the 16 core credits required for high school graduation with a 4-year 
standard diploma.  
 
4-year Diploma  
Credits must include the 16 core credits required for high school graduation.  

¶   4 English  

¶   4 Mathematics (including Algebra I)  

¶   3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab)  

¶   3 Social Science (U.S. Hist., World Hist., U.S. Govt. and Economics)  

¶   1 Fine OR Identified Practical Art; OR .5 credit in each  

¶   1 Physical Education (to include integration of health)  
        16 Credits 

Plus a minimum of three Career and Technical Education credits in one vocational program and 
earn a 3.5 unweighted GPA in those courses. 

Performing 
Fine Arts 
Requirements  

Beginning with the high school Class of 2011, the one-credit performing fine arts requirement 
must be satisfied in one of two ways: Completion of one full credit of performing fine arts (PF) or 
one full credit of an identified practical arts (PA) course. 

Community 
Service 

30 hours, as approved by the district or private school 

Test Scores  
 
 
 
NEW!  

Students must earn the minimum score on each section of either the SAT or ACT or Florida 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT).  Composite scores are not accepted.  A 
student must qualify on the ACT alone or the SAT alone or the PERT alone.  Test types cannot 
be combined.                                          

¶         SAT :  

Reading Test 24 

Math 24 

Writing and 
Language Test 25 

 
 

OR 

¶         ACT: 

English   17 

Reading   19 

Math                                                                        19 

OR 

¶         PERT:  

Reading   106 

Writing   103 

Math   114 
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         For spring eligibility evaluations, test dates through January 31 will be admissible  

¶ For summer eligibility evaluations, test dates through June 30 will be admissible  

¶ Sections of the SAT, ACT, or PERT from different test dates may be used to meet the test criteria  
 

GSV requirements for future high school graduates are subject to change with each 
legislative session. 

 
                   GOLD SEAL CAPE SCHOLARS (GSC) 
 
         The Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award can only be used to fund a career 
education or certificate program.  Upon completion of an associate in science degree 
program that articulates to a bachelor of science degree, a GSC Scholar may also receive an 
award for a maximum of 60 credit hours toward a bachelor of science degree program.  Upon 
completion of an associate in applied science program, a GSC Scholar may also receive an 
award for a maximum of 60 credit hours toward a bachelor of applied science degree 
program. 
 
 Florida high school students who wish to qualify for the Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars 
award must meet the following initial eligibility requirements: 
 

¶ Meet the General Requirements for Bright Futures 

¶ Earn a minimum of 5 postsecondary credit hours through CAPE 

industry certifications which articulate for college credit; and 

¶ Complete 30 community service hours 

 
Beginning October 1 of the student’s senior year, apply for Bright Futures Awards online 

at: 

 

www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssad/home 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssad/home
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COULD THE PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS CHANGE IN THE FUTURE? 

 

Program eligibility requirements are determined by the Florida Legislature and may be subject to change. Normally, 

any changes are phased in and students are provided ample time to prepare for new requirements. Sarasota County 

students and their families will be advised of changes through several means: 

Each year this publication, Pathways, is revised and available on line to students, parents and staff. 

Counselors review program guidelines with students. 

Students may visit the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship home page on the internet site                  
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssad/bf 

 

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES IN FLORIDA 
Art Institute of Ft. Lauderdale 

1799 SE 17 Street  

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33316-3000 

(800)275-7603 

www.artinstitute.edu 

Flagler College 

74 King St 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 

(904) 829-6220 

www.flagler.edu 

Jacksonville University 

2800 University Blvd N  

Jacksonville, FL  32211 

(800) 225-2027 

www.jacksonville.edu 

Barry University  

11300 NE Second Avenue 

Miami Shores, FL  33161 

(305) 899-3100 

www.barryedu 

Florida A&M University 

FHAC, G-9 

Tallahassee, FL  32307 

(850) 599-3796 

www.famu.edu 

Johnson and Wales University 

1701 NE 127th St. 

North Miami, FL 33181 

(351) 892-7000 

www.jwu.edu/florida 

Bethune-Cookman College 

640 Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Blvd. 

Daytona Beach, FL 32114-3099 

(800) 448-0228 

www.bethune.cookman.edu 

Florida Atlantic University 

777 Glades Rd. 

Boca Raton, FL  33431 

(800) 299-4FAU 

www.fau.edu 

Keiser University 

6151 Lake Osprey Dr. 

Sarasota, FL 34240 

(941) 907-3900 

www.keiser.edu 

Clearwater Christian College 

3400 Gulf-to-Bay Blvd 

Clearwater, FL  33759 

(800) 348-4463 

www.clearwater.edu 

Florida Gulf Coast University 

10501 S FGCU Blvd. 

Ft. Myers, Florida 33965 

(239) 590-7078 

www.fgcu.edu 

Lynn University 

3601 N. Military Trail  

Boca Raton, FL  33431 

(561) 237-7900 

www.lynn.edu 

Eckerd College 

4200 4th Avenue South  

St. Petersburg, FL 33711 

(727) 864-8331 

www.eckerd.edu 

Florida Institute of Technology 

150 W. University Blvd 

Melbourne, FL  32901 

(800) 888-4348 

www.fit.edu 

New College of Florida  

5700 N. Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL  34243-2963 

(941) 487-5000 

www.ncf.edu 

Edward Waters College 

1658 Kings Road 

Jacksonville, FL 32209 

(904) 366-2712 

www.ewc.edu 

Florida International University 

11200 SW 8th St. 

Miami, FL 33199 

(305) 348-2363 

www.fiu.edu 

Northwood Institute 

2600 North Military Trail 

West Palm Beach, FL  33409 

(561) 478-5500 

www.northwood.edu 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univ. 

600 S. Clyde Morris Blvd. 

Daytona Beach, FL 32114-3900 

(800) 862-2416 

www.embryriddle.edu 

Florida Memorial College 

15800 Florida Memorial College Ave. 

Miami, FL  33054 

(800) 822-1362 

www.fmc.edu 

Nova Southeastern University 

3301 College Ave 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33314 

(954) 262-8000 

www.nova.edu 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssad/bf
http://www.flagler.edu/
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Everglades College 

1500 NW 49th St. 

Ft. Lauderdale FL 33309 

(954)777-2655 

www.evergladesuniversity.edu 

Florida Southern College 

111 Lake Hollingsworth Dr. 

Lakeland, FL  33801-5698 

(800) 274-4131 

www.flsouthern.edu 

Palm Beach Atlantic University 

901 S. Flagler Drive 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

(888) 468-6722 

www.pba.edu 

Everglades College 

6151 Lake Osprey Dr. 

Sarasota, FL 34240 

(941) 907-2262 

www.evergladesuniversity.edu 

Florida State University 

P.O. Box 3062400 

Tallahassee, FL  32306-2400 (850) 644-

6200 

www.fsu.edu 

Ringling School of Art & Design 

2700 N. Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL  34234 

(941) 351-5100 

www.ringling.edu 

Rollins College 

1000 Holt Avenue 

Winter Park, FL  32789-4499 

(407) 646-2161 

www.rollings.edu 

 

University of Florida 

201 Criser Hall 

Gainesville, FL  32611 

(352) 392-1374 

www.ufl.edu 

 

 

University of West Florida 

11000 University Parkway 

Pensacola, FL  32514 

(800) 263-1074 

www.uwf.edu 

Saint Leo College 

33701 St. Rt. 52 

Saint Leo, FL  33574 

(352) 588-8200 

www.saintleo.edu 

 

University of Miami 

132 Ashe Building  

Coral Gables, FL 33124-4616 

(305) 284-4323 

www.miami.edu 

 

Warner Southern College 

13895 US Highway 27 

Lake Wales, FL  33859 

(800) 309-9563 

www.warner.edu 

Saint Thomas University 

16400 NW 32nd Ave. 

Miami, FL  33054 

(305) 628-6546 

www.stu.edu 

 

University of North Florida 

4567 St. John’s Bluff Rd.  

Jacksonville, FL 32224-2645 

(904) 620-2624 

www.unf.edu 

Webber International Univ. 

1201 North Science Highway 

Babson Park, FL  33827-0096 

(800) 741-1844 

www.webber.edu 

 

Stetson University 

421 N. Woodland Blvd. 

DeLand, FL  32723 

(800) 688-0101 

www.stetson.edu 

 

University of South Florida 

4202 East Fowler Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33620-6900 

(877) USF-BULL 

www.usf.edu 

 

Florida Polytechnic University 

34331 Winter Lake Road 

Lakeland, Florida  33808 

863-667-7000 

University of Central Florida 

4000 Central Florida Blvd. 

Orlando, FL  32816-0111 

(407) 823-3000 

www.ucf.edu 

 

 

University of Tampa 

401 West Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa, FL  33606 

(888) 646-2738 

www.ut.edu 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rollings.edu/
http://www.ufl.edu/
http://www.uwf.edu/
http://www.saintleo.edu/
http://www.miami.edu/
http://www.warner.edu/
http://www.stu.edu/
http://www.unf.edu/
http://www.webber.edu/
http://www.stetson.edu/
http://www.usf.edu/
http://www.ucf.edu/
http://www.ut.edu/
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FLORIDA TECHNICAL INSTITUTES 

Atlantic Vocational Tech. Center 

4700 Coconut Creek Parkway 

Coconut Creek, FL  33063 

(954) 977-2000 

Learey Technical Center 

5410 North 20th St. 

Tampa, FL  33610 

(813) 231-1907 

Okaloosa Applied Technology Center 

1976 Lewis Turner Blvd. 

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547 

(850) 833-350 

Bradford-Union Area Vocational 

Technical Center 

609 N. Orange St. 

Starke, FL  32091 

(904) 966-6764 

Lee County High Tech  

Center Central 

3800 Michigan Ave. 

Fort Myers, FL  33916 

(239) 334-4544 

Orange Technical Education Center- 

Mid-Florida 

2900 W. Oak Ridge Rd. 

Orlando, FL  32809 

(407) 855-5880 

Brewster Technical Center 

2222 North Tampa ST. 

Tampa, FL  33602 

(813) 276-5448 

 

Lindsey Hopkins Technical 

Education Center 

750 NW 20th St. 

Miami, FL  33127 

(305) 324-6070 

Orange Technical Education Center- 

Orlando 

301 W. Amelia ST. 

Orlando, FL  32801 

(407) 246-7060 

Charlotte Vocational-Technical 

Center 

18300 Toledo Blade Blvd. 

Port Charlotte, FL  33948-3399 

(941) 255-7500 

Lively Vocational-Technical  

Center 

500 N. Appleyard Dr. 

Tallahassee, FL  32304 

(850) 487-7555 

Orange Technical Education Center- 

Westside 

955 East Story Rd. 

Winter Garden, FL  34787 

(321) 656-2851 

David G. Erwin Technical Center 

2010 E. Hillsborough Ave. 

Tampa, FL  33610 

(813) 231-1800 

 

Lorenzo Walker Institute of  

Technology 

3702 Estey Avenue 

Naples, FL  34104 

(239) 430-6900 

Orange Technical Education Center- 

Winter Park 

901 Webster Avenue 

Winter Park, FL  32789 

(407) 622-2900 

First Coast Technical Center 

2980 Collins Ave. 

St. Augustine, FL  32084 

(904) 826-3284 

Manatee Technical Institute 

5603 34th St., West 

Bradenton, FL  34210 

(941) 751-7900 

Pinellas Technical Education Center- 

Clearwater 

6100  154th Ave., North 

Clearwater, FL  33760 

(727) 538-7167 

Gadsden Technical Institute 

201 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Quincy, FL 32351 

(850) 875-8324 

Marchman Technical  

Education Center 

7825 Campus Dr. 

New Port Richey, FL  34653 

(727) 774-1700 

Pinellas Technical Education Center-  

St. Petersburg 

901 34th St., South 

St. Petersburg, FL  33711 

(727) 893-2500 

George Stone Area Vocational-

Technical Center 

2400 Longleaf Dr. 

Pensacola, FL  32526-8922 

(850) 941-6200 

Miami Lakes Technical 

Education Center 

5780 NW 158th St. 

Miami Lakes, FL  33014 

(305) 557-1100 

Radford M. Locklin Vocational- 

Technical Center 

5330 Berryhill Rd. 

Milton, FL  32570 

(850) 983-5700 

Lake Technical Center 

2001 Kurt St. 

Eustis, FL  32726 

(352) 589-2250 

North Technical Education  

Center 

7071 Garden Rd. 

Riviera Beach, FL  33404 

(561) 881-4620 

Ridge Technical Center 

7700 State Rd. 544 North 

Winter Haven, FL  33881 

(863) 422-6402 
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FLORIDA TECHNICAL INSTITUTES 

 

Robert Morgan Educational  

Center 

18180 SW 122nd Ave. 

Miami, FL  33177 

(305) 253-9920 

 

 

Technology Educational 

Center of Osceola 

501 Simpson Rd. 

Kissimmee, FL  34744 

(407) 344-5080 

Washington-Holmes Technical Center 

757 Hoyt St. 

Chipley, FL  32428 

(850) 638-1180 

Suncoast Technical College 

4748 Beneva Rd. 

Sarasota, FL  34233 

(941) 924-1365 

 

 

The English Center 

3501 SW 28th St. 

Miami FL 33133 

(305)445-7731 

William T. McFatter Vocational  

Technical Center 

6500 Nova Dr. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33317 

(954) 370-8324 

Sheridan Vocational - 

Technical Center 

5400 Sheridan St. 

Hollywood, FL  33021 

(954) 985-3257 

 

 

Thomas P. Haney Technical  

Center 

3016 Highway 77 

Panama City, FL  32405 

(850) 747-5500 

Withalacoochee Technical Institute 

1201 West Main St. 

Inverness, FL  34450 

(352) 726-2430 

Suwanee-Hamilton Area  

Vocational-Technical Center 

415 SW Pinewood Dr.  

Live Oak, FL  32060 

(364) 364-2750 

 

 

Traviss Technical Center 

3225 Winter Lake Rd. 

Lakeland, FL  34104 

(863) 499-2700 

 

Taylor Technical Institute 

3233 Highway 19 South 

Perry. FL  32347 

(850) 838-2545 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walton County Vocational 

Technical School 

761 N 20th St. 

DeFuniak Springs, FL  32433 

(850)892-8240 
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FLORIDA COLLEGES 

 
       Brevard College 
       1519 Clearlake Road 
       Cocoa, FL  32922 
        (321) 632-1111 
        

Florida State College at Jacksonville 
501 W. State Street 
Jacksonville, FL  32202-4076 
(904) 632-3000 
 

Northwest Florida State College 
100 College Boulevard 
Niceville, FL  32578 
(850) 678-5111 

        Broward College 
        111 East Las Olas Blvd. 
        Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
        (954) 201-7491  
         

Gulf Coast State College 
5230 West Highway 98 
Panama City, FL  32401-1058 
(850) 769-1551 

Palm Beach State College 
4200 Congress Avenue 
Lake Worth, FL  33461-4796 
(561) 967-7222 
 

        College of Central Florida 
        P.O. Box 1388 
        Ocala, FL  34478 
         (352) 237-2111  
 

Hillsborough Community College 
P. O. Box 31127 
Tampa, FL  33631-3127 
(813) 253-7000 
 

Pasco-Hernando Community College 
10230 Ridge Road 
New Port Richey, FL 34654-5199 
(727) 847-2727 
 

         Chipola College 
         3094 Indian Circle 
         Marianna, FL  32446-2053 
        (850) 526-2761 

Indian River State College 
3209 Virginia Avenue 
Ft. Pierce, FL  34981-5596 
(772) 462-4722 
 

Pensacola State College 
1000 College Blvd. 
Pensacola, FL  32504-8898 
(850) 484-1000 
 

        Daytona State College 
        P.O. Box 2811 
        Daytona Beach, 32120-2811 
         (386) 506-3000 
          

Lake-Sumter Community College 
9501 S. Highway 441 
Leesburg, FL  34788-8751 
(352) 365-3573 
 

Polk State College 
999 Avenue H, N.E. 
Winter Haven, FL  33881-4299 
(863) 297-1000 
 

        Edison State College 
         P. O. Box 60210 
        Ft. Myers, FL 33906-6210 
        (239) 489-9033 
         

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota 
P. O. Box 1849 
Bradenton, FL  34206-1849 
(941) 752-5000 

St. Johns River State College 
5001 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL  32177-3897 
(386) 312-4200 
 

        
        Eastern Florida State College 
       1519 Clearlake Road 
       Cocoa , FL 32922-6597 
         

 
Miami-Dade College 
300 NE Second Avenue 
Miami, FL  33132-2297 
(305) 237-3316 
 

St. Petersburg College 

P. O. Box 13489 

St. Petersburg, FL  33733-3489 

(727) 341-3600 

 

       Florida Gateway College 
       149 S.E. College Place 
        Lake City, FL  32025-2007 

        (386) 752-1822 

North Florida Community College 
325 N. W. Turner Davis Dr. 
Madison, FL  32340-1602 
(850) 973-1600 
 

Santa Fe College 
3000 NW 83rd Street 
Gainesville, FL  32606-6200 
(352) 395-5000 
 

Florida Keys Community College 

5901 W. College Road 

Key West, FL  33040 

( 305) 296-9081
 

       

South Florida State College 
   600 W. College Drive 
   Avon Park, FL  33825-9399 
   (863) 453-6661 
   www.southflorida.edu 

Tallahassee Community College 
444 Appleyard Drive 
Tallahassee, FL  32304-2895 
(850) 201-6200 
 

 Seminole State College of Florida 
   100 Weldon Boulevard 
   Sanford, FL  32773-6199 
   (407) 708-4722 

 

Valencia College 
P. O. Box 3028 
Orlando, FL  32802-3028 
(407) 299-5000 
 

Suncoast Technical College 

4748 Beneva Road 

Sarasota, Florida 34233 

(941)924-1365 
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Glossary 
Accreditation 

 

Recognition of a school, college, or university by any of the regional or national 

accrediting bodies indicating that the institution as a whole has been judged to be 

meeting objectives. High schools and colleges in the south are generally accredited by 

the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

Advance Placement 

(AP) 

College-level courses taught as part of the high school curriculum. Once the student 

completes an advanced placement course, he/she will take the AP exam. Depending 

on his/her score, he/she may be awarded college credit from the institution he/she 

chooses to attend. 

American College Test 

(ACT) 

 

The test administered by the American College Testing Program which measures 

educational development in the four subject areas of English Usage, Mathematics, 

Reading, and Science Reasoning. The ACT is one of the two standard college entrance 

exams given at specified test centers throughout the year. In February 2005, ACT 

added an optional 30 minute writing test for students applying to college for the fall 2006 

or later. 

Armed Services 

Vocational  

Aptitude Battery 

(ASVAB) 

A group of twelve tests that measures the student’s aptitude in five separate career field 

areas and provides an indication of his/her qualifications for military occupations. 

Associate of Arts 

Degree 

(A.A. Degree) 

A two-year degree. Many students completing Associate of Arts degree programs then 

enroll in a four year institution to complete a Bachelor’s Degree. 

Bachelor of Arts 

Degree 

(B.A. Degree) 

Name of a degree earned after completion of four years of undergraduate study. The 

BA usually requires more courses in humanities and languages than in math and 

science. 

Bachelor of Science 

Degree 

(B.S. Degree) 

Name of a degree earned after completion of four years or its equivalent of 

undergraduate study with less emphasis on humanities and foreign languages and 

more emphasis on science or related studies. 

Block Scheduling 

 

Block scheduling, the 4X4 plan, is comprised of 4 “blocks” (class periods) of 80 minutes 

for a duration of 90 days, the time equivalent of a semester. Students take four classes 

each semester and may earn a total of 8 credits for the academic year. Students are 

able to concentrate on fewer subjects at one time and with fewer students per term; 

teachers are able to provide more individual student contact. 

Bright Futures 

Scholarship Program 

Bright Futures is the umbrella for Florida’s state-funded scholarships based on 

academic achievement in high school. The three programs included under the umbrella 

are Florida Academic Scholars Award, Florida Medallion Scholars Award, Gold Seal 

CAPE Scholars Award and the Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award.  
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 College Calendar Term used to refer to the customary division of college school year: 

¶ Traditional Semester – Approximately two equal semesters, 

usually beginning in September. 

¶ Early Semester – Two semesters—first semester completed by 

mid-December. 

¶ Quarter – Three terms of approximately 12 weeks each plus one 

summer term.  

¶ Trimester – Calendar year divided into three equal semesters with 

the third semester replacing summer school. 

¶ 4-1-4 – Two equal terms of about 16 weeks each with a four- 

week interim period. 

College Level Academic Skills Test  

(CLAST) 

The examination required of Florida college students which tests the 
mastery of college level skills. These must be passed during the 
sophomore year in order for a student to pass to the junior year or transfer 
to an upper division institution. 

College Work Study  

(CWS) 

The College Work Study program provides jobs for students who need 
financial aid and who must earn a part of their educational expenses. A 
student may apply if he or she is enrolled at least half-time as a vocational, 
undergraduate, or graduate student in an approved post-secondary 
institution. 

Credit by Examination 

 

A program through which some colleges grant course credits based on 
results of ACT scores or SAT Subject Test scores, the ACT Proficiency 
Examination Program (PEP), the CEEB College-Level Examination 
Program (CLEP), and/or other examinations. 

Credits (High School) 

 

The numerical value assigned to a course. Upon successful completion of 
a course in the traditional setting, the student will receive one credit in a 
course which meets one period a day, five days a week, for the entire 
school year (180 days). The student will receive one-half credit for a course 
that meets one period a day, five days a week, for a semester (90 days). 
Two semesters make an academic year. In the drop-out prevention setting, 
students receive a grade and a credit when a mastery of the student 
performance standards is demonstrated. In block scheduling, students take 
four classes each semester and may earn a total of 8 credits for the 
academic year. 

Diploma An official document which will be awarded to the student upon completion 
of the graduation requirements as established by the School District 
Progression Plan and the current state requirements. A Certificate of 
Completion will be awarded to students who have met course requirements 
for the standard diploma but have not met the minimum standards on the 
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) or Florida Standards 
Assessments (FSA) or achieved the required GPA for graduation. 
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Early Action 

 

Early action is used primarily in highly selective colleges. Early action follows the 
same application/notification timetable as Early Decision but allows the accepted 
candidates until May 1st to accept or decline the offer of admission. Under Early 
Action programs, it is possible for an applicant to be denied admission outright and 
not automatically deferred for later consideration. If your junior year credentials are 
not truly superior, you must be careful about applying under a plan that could harm 
your chance for admission. Important note: There are several variations of 
Early Decision and Early Action at different colleges. Read the literature of 
each college carefully and ask questions if you do not understand the 
program entirely. 

Early Admission 

 

A procedure that allows a high school student to enroll in a college prior to the 
completion of the required credits for graduation. If considering this option, the 
student should schedule an appointment with his/her guidance counselor to 
discuss the advantages and disadvantages. This option is available only to 
students of above average ability. 

Early Decision 

 

Not to be confused with Early Action, Early Decision is a plan under which a 
student applies to the first-choice college early in the fall (usually by November 
1st) of the senior year and agrees by contract to enter that college if offered 
admission. Decisions are rendered to early decision applications in early 
December. If not accepted under Early Decision, a student is usually 
reconsidered for admission later in the senior year. A student should not apply to 
more than one college under an Early Decision plan, since the student is usually 
required to withdraw any applications that might have been filed at other colleges 
while awaiting the decision of the “Early Decision” college. Early Decision 
applicants are judged on the basis of their junior year test scores, class rank, and 
grades. 

Elective 

 

A course that the student chooses to study; any additional courses beyond 
required ones counted toward graduation. 

Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid  

(FAFSA) 

This form collects financial information from families in determining eligibility for 
federal and state financial aid programs. It is completed after October 1 of the 
senior year. 

 Florida Standards 

Assessments 

This program tests reading, mathematics and writing. The tests will consist of 
multiple-choice, performance tasks (open-ended) that students will write either 
short or extend responses), and persuasive and/or expository writing prompts. 
Students must earn passing scores on the ELA sections of Grade 10 FSA as a 
graduation requirement. The requirement is passing the Algebra 1 end of course 
exam and passing the grade 10 FSA- ELA for graduation. 

Florida Gold Seal Vocational 

Scholars 

One of three scholarship programs administered by the State of Florida under 
the umbrella, Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.  

Florida Resident Access 

Grant  

Financial aid available to Florida high school graduates attending private Florida 
institutions. Student must have lived in Florida for one continuous year. 

Florida Student Assistance 

Grant  

(FSAG) 

Financial aid available to any full-time student with financial need who is a one-
year Florida resident attending an eligible Florida institution. 
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Graduate Equivalency  

Diploma  

(GED) 

This is a national test that permits a student to receive the equivalent of a high 
school diploma upon successfully passing an examination. The diploma issued is 
the State of Florida high school diploma. The student must be 18 years of age 
unless an age waiver has been granted. The age waiver process must be 
initiated through the GED Chief Examiner at the Sarasota County Technical 
Institute. 
 

Grants 

 

Grants are gift awards made on the basis of financial need that do not require 
repayment. Grants are available from the federal government, state agencies, and 
educational institutions. 
 

International Baccalaureate 

(IB) 

IB is a rigorous two-year (grades 11 and 12), pre-university course of study, 
leading to examinations that meet the needs of highly motivated secondary 
students. The IB program begins with an honor’s program (Pre IB grades 9 and 
10), a two-year program designed to prepare students for the IB program. The IB 
diploma is recognized in 57 countries, and with the diploma, students may qualify 
to enter college with sophomore standing. 
 

Lower Division 

 

Refers to those colleges with freshman and sophomore classes. All community 
colleges are lower division institutions. The first two years of a four year college 
are referred to as lower or basic division. 

Pell Grant 

 

Financial aid, awarded by the federal government on the basis of need, designed 
to provide the basis of an aid package for post-secondary education. The grant 
may be used toward tuition, room and board, books, or other educational costs, 
and requires no repayment. 
 

Parent Loan for  

Undergraduate Students 

(PLUS) 

Federally insured loans to parents of undergraduate dependent students, 
independent undergraduate students, and graduate or professional students. 

Perkins Loan 

 

These low interest loans are made through colleges’ financial aid offices and 
must be repaid after college. These loans are for both undergraduate and 
graduate students who are going to school at least half-time. 

Preliminary Scholastic  

Assessment Test/National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test  

(PSAT/NMSQT) 

A test designed to inform students of their standing and likelihood of doing well 
on college entrance tests; results are used in the selection of National Merit 
Scholars. The test is offered only in October and should be taken by all college-
bound juniors (only junior year scores are considered in the National Merit 
competition). All sophomores must take the PSAT and have the testing fee paid 
by the State. 

Prerequisites 

 

A course or requirement that must be satisfied before a more advanced 
sequential or related course may be taken. 

Required Courses 

 

Those specific courses that must be taken and passed to meet state and county 
requirements for graduation. 

Reserve Officers Training 

Corps  

(ROTC) 

Air Force, Army, and Navy programs on certain campuses which combine 
military education with baccalaureate degree study often with financial support 
for those students who commit themselves to future service in the Armed Forces. 



50 

 

Rolling Admissions 

 

The process now used by most colleges in the country may vary in several ways, 
but the most significant variation follows: A college using rolling admission will 
review applications as the “folders” (the application form all supporting data) are 
completed and will return decisions within a few weeks after completion. Other 
variations in the process: some colleges send decisions as soon as the folder is 
completed and reviewed, regardless of the time of the year; other colleges will 
accumulate applications and send decisions only after a certain date (February 
1st, for example). Of Special Note:  You should be familiar with the Statement of 
Students’ Rights and Responsibilities in the College Admission Process found in 
this publication. You should pay particular attention to a college’s or a university’s 
policies concerning application fees and tuition and housing deposits before you 
complete the application for admission. 

Scholarship 

 

Gifts of financial assistance awarded on the basis of academic ability, special 
talents, activities, etc. Financial need is sometimes considered. 

SAT Test 

 

Test of verbal and mathematical abilities given by the College Entrance 
Examination Board at specified test centers throughout the year. One of two 
standard college entrance examinations required or recommended by some 
colleges as part of the admission process.  The redesigned version of the SAT 
was given in March 2016.  

SAT Subject Area Tests 

 

Tests that are offered through the Scholastic Assessment Test program designed 
to measure achievement in specific subject areas. Some colleges require 
students to take some of these tests (usually three) in addition to the SAT 
Reasoning Test. These tests are offered in the major subject areas.  Information 
is also available online at www.collegeboard.com 

Semester 

 

One-half of a school year; there are two nine-week grading periods within a 
semester for high school students. 

Stafford Loan 

 

The Stafford Loan enables students to borrow from eligible lenders at a low 
interest rate to meet educational expenses. Students demonstrating need 
through completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid may qualify 
for the subsidized version of the loan where the federal government pays the 
interest for the time the student is in college. Students not qualifying for the 
subsidized version of the loan may still obtain an unsubsidized Stafford Loan 
where he/she will be responsible for the interest immediately. 

Transcript 

 

Official record of high school or college courses and grades, and other pertinent 
data generally required as part of the college application process. Transcripts can 
be sent electronically to other high schools, community colleges and state 
universities in Florida. 

Undergraduate 

 

The first four years of college study:  freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior.  
Graduate study, therefore, offers courses beyond undergraduate study—usually 
at the master’s or doctoral level. 

Upper Division  

 

Those colleges that have junior and senior level programs. Some colleges may 
have only junior and senior levels while others will have all four levels. 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/


51 

 

 

Sarasota County High School Centers/Technical College 

 

Booker High School 

The Sarasota Visual and Performing Arts Center 

3201 North Orange Avenue 

Sarasota, Florida 34234 

Principal: Dr. Rachel Shelley 

Phone: 355-2967 

Riverview High School 

One Ram Way 

Sarasota, Florida 34231 

Principal: Erin Del Castillo 

Pone: 923-1484 

 

North Port High School 

6400 West Price Boulevard 

North Port, Florida 34286 

Principal: Brandon Johnson 

Phone: 423-8558 

Suncoast Technical College 

4748 Beneva Road 

Sarasota, Florida 34233 

Director: Ron Dipillo 

Phone: 924-1365 

 

Oak Park School 

7285 Proctor Road 

Sarasota, Florida 34241 

Principal: Jamie Lowicz 

Phone: 361-6428 

 

Sarasota High School 

1001 School Avenue 

Sarasota, Florida 34237 

Principal: David Jones 

Phone: 955-0181 

Pine View School for the Gifted 

One Python Path 

Osprey, Florida 34229 

Principal:  Dr. Stephen Covert 

Phone: 486-2001 

Suncoast Polytechnical High School 

4650 Beneva Road 

Sarasota, Florida 34231 

Assistant Director: John Turgeon 

Phone: 924-1365  

 

 Venice High School 

#1 Indian Avenue  

Venice, Florida 34285 

Principal: Eric Jackson 

Phone: 488-6726 
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grade/credit 
¶ Student must take 

algebra 1 EOC 
EOC is 30 % of final 

grade 

 

 !ƭƎŜōǊŀ м 9h/ 
¶ Must pass for 

graduation 
¶ PERT math 

score of 97 can 
be used for 
graduation 
purposes. 
 

Only the passage 
of the algebra 1 

EOC gives credit 

through CAP 
 

!ƭƎŜōǊŀ м 9h/ 
¶ Must pass for 

graduation 
¶ PERT math score 

of 97 can be used 
for graduation 
purposes. 
 

Only the passage of 

the algebra 1 EOC 

gives credit through 
CAP 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ϝDŜƻƳŜǘǊȅ 
¶ EOC is 30% of 

final grade 

ϝDŜƻƳŜǘǊȅ 
EOC is 30% of final 

grade 

 

 

 
 

 

ϝ.ƛƻƭƻƎȅ   
¶ EOC is 30% of 

final grade 

ϝ.ƛƻƭƻƎȅ   
EOC is 30% of final 
grade 

 

 
 

ϝϝм ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

ϝϝм ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

 

 ¦{ IƛǎǘƻǊȅκIƻƴπ 
9h/ ƛǎ ол҈ ƻŦ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
ƎǊŀŘŜ 

¦{ IƛǎǘƻǊȅκIƻƴπ 9h/ 
ƛǎ ол҈ ƻŦ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ 

 

  

 
Pertinent Information: 
1) Economics with financial literacy graduation requirement began with the grade 9 cohort of 2013-2014. 

2) Pre-Algebra can be used for math credits for ESE students per their IEP for grade 9 cohort of 2011-12 and 2013-14. 

3) If credit was earned in Algebra 1 prior to the 2011-2012 school year, the student does not have to take the algebra 1 EOC. 

4) Students enrolled in a course requiring an EOC MUST take the corresponding EOC for final grade calculation. 

5) Industry certification may substitute for up to 2 math credits (not algebra 1 or geometry); and may substitute for one science. credit (not Biology). 

6) Substitutions used for credits are not eligible for State University Admissions or Bright Futures. 

7) If a grade 9-12 student took geometry or biology in the 2012-2013 school year, grade/credit is earned from the teacher; no EOC required. 

8) Any virtual course meets the graduation requirement, but it must be the entire course; could be worth .5 credit or 1.0 credit. 

9) Only the passage of the specific EOC allows the student to earn the credit in Algebra 1, Biology, Geometry, US History. 

10) IIT (now DIT) began to meet the virtual requirement if taken in school year 2013-2014 and forward. 

11) Students taking algebra 1, algebra 2 and geometry in the 2014-2015 school year will not have 30% calculation of the FSA- EOC in their final grade. 
12) Students who complete their U.S. History or Biology I high school graduation requirement through dual enrollment are not required to take the eoc. 
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13) The Algebra 2 EOC was terminated on July 1, 2017. 

 
     

Algebra 1 Standard Scores 
NGSSS 
 

Algebra 1 CAP score is 399   (applies 
to any student to earn credit) 

  

 Algebra 1 ςFSA scores                              Exam 
Score 
CAP =489+ (SY1516 Fall/Winter) 
CAP=497+ (SY 1516 Spring+) 

 Algebra 1 ςFSA scores                              Exam Score 
 Start Fall SY1617 
CAP=497+  

325 to 374 59-F    425-446                                                          58-F  425-486                                                         58-F 

375 to 398 69-D    447-471                                                          69-D  487-496                                                         69-D 

399 to 424 79-C    472-487                                                          79-C  497-517                                                         79-C 

425 to 436 89-B    488-510                                                          89-B  518-531                                                          89-B 

437 to 475 100-A    511-575                                                         100-A  532-575                                                         100-A 

        

Biology Standard Scores NGSSS 
Biology CAP score is 395 (applies to 
any student to earn credit) 
   

 Algebra 2 FSA                                           Exam 
Score 
Prior to Fall SY1617 
CAP =511+ 

325-368 59-F    425-471                                                           59-F 

369-394 69-D    472-494                                                           69-D  

395-420 79-C    498-511                                                           79-C 

421-430 89-B    512-530                                                           89-B 

431-475 100-A    531-575                                                          100-A 

Geometry Standard Scores 
NGSSS 
 

Geometry CAP score is 396 (applies 
to any student to earn credit)   

 Algebra 2 FSA                                           Exam 
Score 
Start Fall 1617 
CAP= 511+ 

325-369 59-F    425-496                                                             59-F 

370-395 69-D    497-510                                                              69-D 

396-417 79-C    511-528                                                              79-C 

418-433 89-B    529-536                                                               89-B 

434-475 100-A    537-575                                                            100-A 

US History Standard Scores 
NGSSS 
 

US History CAP score is 397 
(applies to any student to earn 
credit)  

Geometry FSA                                              Exam 
Score 
CAP 492+(SY 1516 Fall/Winter) 
CAP 499+ (SY1516 Spring) 

Geometry FSA                                              Exam Score 
Start Fall 1617 
CAP 499+  

325-377 59-F  425-464                                                                59-F 425-485                                                                59-F 

378-396 69-D  465-485                                                                69-D 4686-498                                                              69-D 

397-416 79-C  486-506                                                                79-C 499-520                                                                     79-C 

417-431 89-B  507-528                                                               89-B 521-532                                                                      89-B 

432-475 100-A  529-575                                                              100-A 533-575                                                                    100-A 



54 

 

SCHOLAR AND MERIT DESIGNATIONS 

 

 

ß The Scholar Designation for Grade 9 Cohort of 2014-2015 and forward is available to high school 

students if they satisfy course and testing requirements above and beyond those required for a 24 

credit standard diploma.  Students pursuing a Scholar Designation must also: 

a) Pass the 10th grade required reading assessment. 

b) Earn one credit in Algebra II, one credit in Statistics or an equally rigorous course- a level 3 

course or a college credit-bearing math course.     

c) Pass the Biology 1 EOC assessment and earn one credit in Chemistry or Physics and one credit 

in an equally rigorous science course- courses with an “EQ” subject code. 

d) Pass the U.S. History EOC assessment. 

e) Earn two credits in the same World Language. 

f) Earn at least one credit in an AP, IB, AICE, or dual enrollment course. 

g) Pass the Geometry EOC assessment and the required Algebra 1 EOC assessment 

 

Scholar Diploma Designation Exemptions: 

A student is exempt from the Biology 1 or US History EOC if the student is enrolled in an AP, IB or AICE 

Biology 1 or US History course and the student takes the respective AP, IB or AICE assessment and earns the 

minimum score to earn college credit. 
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                                                              The Merit Designation 

 

 is available to current and future high school students if they satisfy the requirements for a standard diploma 

based on grade 9 cohort year AND 

 Attain one or more industry certifications from the list established under s 1003.492 F. S 

 

State University System (SUS) Standard Admission Requirements/Information 

(note: this is different than the high school graduation requirements) 

 

Coursework:        

4 English        

4 Math (Algebra 1 or higher)     

3 Social Science       

3 Natural Science (2 with lab experience)    

2 same World Language 

2 approved electives        

 Graduate with a standard high school diploma 

 

Industry certifications approved for meeting mathematics and science high school diploma requirements are 

NOT accepted as one of the 4 math or 3 natural science credits required for SUS admission. 

 

Meeting the minimum admission requirements does not guarantee admission to a state university. 

 
 

College Cut Scores for Florida State Colleges 
              
                            
  Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (PERT) – college ready cut scores 

         Math -114        Reading – 106        Writing – 103 
 

  

SAT   Math - 27       Reading – 24           Writing 24        
 
ACT   Math -20       Reading – 19  Writing -17     
 

 
 
 
 



56 

 

 
REQUIRED GRADUATION TEST SCORES 

Grade 10 ELA 
 
School Year When Assessment 
Requirements Began for Students 
Entering Grade 9  

Assessment that Students Must Pass 
in Order to Graduate  

Passing Score for the Required 
Assessment  

2010-11 to 2012-13  Grade 10 FCAT 2.0 Reading  245  
2013-14  Grade 10 FSA ELA  349*  
2014-15 and beyond  Grade 10 FSA ELA  350  

 
 
 *Students who took the assessment prior to the adoption of the passing score on the new scale adopted by the State Board are eligible to use the 
alternate passing score for graduation, which is linked to the passing score for the previous assessment requirement. 
  
For those who entered grade 9  2010-2011 through  2017-2018: 
 
Concordant Scores for the FCAT 2.0/FSA reading test:    SAT evidence based reading and writing 
score 430  or an SAT  reading subscore of 24;  ACT – a reading score of 19 or an ACT English & 
Reading subject 18 
 
Concordant Scores for the Algebra 1 EOC:   PERT math=97; PSAT math = 430; SAT math = 420; 
                                                                                ACT math = 16 
 
Concordant scores may be used at any time to meet the graduation requirement.  The FSA does not 
have to be taken first. Students enrolled in grade 10/English 2 will take the FSA. 
        
For Grade 9 Cohort of 18-19:   Concordant Reading Scores:  SAT/EBRW = 480; ACT English & 
Reading = 18 
                                                      Concordant Scores for the Algebra 1 EOC: PSAT math = 430; SAT 
math =420; ACT math = 16      (PERT is not available for the 18-19 cohort for comparative score) 
                                  Note that those who entered grade 9 before 18-19 can use the above scores, too. 

 
Algebra 1 End of Course Assessment Requirement for Graduation 

 
Implementation Year  Assessment that Students 

Must Pass in Order to 
Graduate  

Passing Score for the 
Required Assessment  

2011-12*  NGSSS Algebra 1 EOC  399  
2014-15  FSA Algebra 1 EOC 

Assessment  
489**  

2014-15 and beyond  FSA Algebra 1 EOC 
Assessment  

497  

*Students who entered Grade 9 in the 2010-11 school year were required to earn course credit in Algebra 1 or an equivalent course 
and participate in the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment. The results of the Algebra 1 EOC Assessment must constitute 30% of these 
students’ final course grades, but there is not a passing requirement for this cohort of students.  
**Students who took the assessment prior to the adoption of the passing score on the new scale adopted by the State Board in January 
2016 are eligible to use the alternate passing score for graduation, which is linked to the passing score for the previous assessment 
requirement.  
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SEAL OF BILITERACY 
 

Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, the Seal of Biliteracy shall be awarded to student upon 
graduation who meet the following: 

1)  Completed the English requirements for graduation with a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 

or above 

2) Earned a level 3 or above on the grade 10 statewide, standardized assessment in Reading/English 

Language Arts (FCAT/FSA); and 

3) Successfully completed 4 credits of sequential high school level world language instruction 

courses, attained a grade point average of 3.0 or higher in such courses, and demonstrated 

competency in one or more languages other than English through one of the following: 

¶ Passed a World Language International Baccalaureate examination; 

¶ Passed a World Language Advanced Placement examination; or 

¶ Passed a World Language Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education 

examination  

 

AWARD OF COURSE CREDIT THROUGH AP EXAMINATION OR CLEP 
 
Beginning in school year 2016-2017, a student can earn high school credit through the passage of an 
Advanced Placement (AP) examination or a College Level Examination Program (CLEP) examination. If a 
student attains a passing score on an AP or CLEP examination, then the school district is required to award 
course credit to the student who is not enrolled or who has not completed the course. The CAP continues to 
apply to the statewide, standardized end-of-course assessments. A school district shall permit a public school 
or home education student who is not enrolled in the course, or who has not completed the course, to take the 
assessment or examination during the regular administration of the assessment or examination.  The CLEP 
course codes are in the 2017-2018 Florida Course Code Directory. 

 


