
 

 
 
 
Film Overview 
Into the Storm 
John Timpe and Lori Burton, producers 
Carol Fauls, director, editor and director of photography 
Lindsey Jennings, assistant director 
Sydney Catalfino, screenplay 
Kiara Harris, sound 

 
Into the Storm is a student-made documentary covering the 1966-67 championship Booker High School Tornado 
basketball team season en route to the Class A Florida state title. It’s also the story of the contentious school 
desegregation of a small Florida town which leads to a successful student-led civil rights protest. Nine days after 
the Tornadoes win their state title, the desegregation plan to close Booker High School is made official. In 1967 
Booker High School is closed for three years, its students forced to cross town and integrate at Sarasota’s two 
white high schools. The last straw for these students comes in 1969 with the impending closing of Amaryllis 
Elementary. This closing would subject elementary students to the same displacement they had experienced. At 
this point, Sarasota’s black students take matters into their own hands by demonstrating against the closing of 
Amaryllis Park.  More than 2,300 black students stage a five-day boycott in May of 1969. “Freedom Schools” are 
set up in local churches with high school students and local college students serving as volunteer teachers. The 
superintendent threatens the students with suspension and expulsion. He threatens their parents with jail time. 
But after five days of empty seats and reduced state funding, the school board caves. The Booker Schools reopen, 
with a focus on the arts. Today these schools do what bussing couldn’t: draw whites and blacks together willingly.  
Originally planning to make a film about the championship Booker basketball team, four 2018 Booker High Digital 
Film and Motion Design seniors undertook five months of research that led them down a different path entirely.  
 
They began with telling the story of how Booker High’s tiny gym became the place where both blacks and whites 
gathered to watch state-title winning basketball. The Tornadoes smoked their competition, averaging 102 points a 
game, finishing the season 32-0 and outscoring their playoff opponents by an average of 49 points. Ultimately, the 
filmmakers’ research led them to combine the two concurrent stories and recount how the protest of these 
students who had experienced that state basketball title led to the successful re-opening of the Booker schools.  
Because there is no film footage of the 32 season wins, “Into the Storm” skillfully tells its galvanizing story using 
nothing more than contemporary interviews, newspaper clippings, family and historical archive photos.  It touches 
on the formation of Newtown, Sarasota’s African American community. It describes how Sarasota became known 
as a “Sundown Town” because of the curfews for its black population and how Newtown once supported close to 
60 thriving businesses. Interviews featured in the film are with champion Tornadoes players Arthur Williams, Hugh 
Yancy, Malcolm Storey and Nat Butler, and Fredd Atkins, who later became Sarasota’s first black mayor. Also 
interviewed is Tornadoes head coach Al Baker. Baker became a neighbor to star player, Howard Porter, when he 
and his mother moved to Sarasota from Stuart. The 6-foot-8 Porter averaged 35.1 points in the Tornadoes 
championship season. 
 
 
 
 



 
Key points: 

o Sarasota/Newtown history, learning from local social justice movements 
o Local leaders and discussing the ways in which social change manifests 
o Understanding racial segregation 
o Similarities in current political and social settings 

 
Discussion Questions 

• What did you learn from this film? Did you gain a new insight? 
• Describe a moment or scene in the film that you found particularly disturbing or moving. 

What was it about that scene that was especially compelling for you? 
• Did anything in the film surprise you? Was anything familiar? 
• If you could ask anyone in the film a single question, whom would you ask and what would 

you want to know? 
• If you were to edit or change this film, what would you do?   
• Whose voices were missing in this film? 
• What parallels to current social movements do you see?   
• If you were to start a movement for social change in this community what issue would you 

address?  
• There are many in the education movement that are advocating for school integration 

today. Why do you think this is and what does that mean in this current climate?  
 

 
Resources for historical/local context 
Newtown Alive - http://www.newtownalive.org/newtown-history-timeline/ 
This website has an interactive timeline and profiles of key members of the Newtown 
community.  Reviewing this website can help provide context regarding other events happening 
during this period, prior and after Booker integration. 
 
Zinn Education Project - https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/?cond[0]=period_str:1961 
An opportunity to learn about other social justice movements during the time period, for 
example; Walkout – Chicano students of East LA who organized walkouts in their school to 
address academic prejudice, Lessons from SNCC, Roosevelt High School and the Eastside 
Blowouts, “A School Like No Other” Eyes on the Prize.  Explore by Time Period has 1961-1974 
People’s Movement.   
 
Teaching Tolerance – Highlights youth activism both in the present and historically –  
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/summer-2015/online-exclusive-video-feature-youth-
united - these short videos highlight activists of today and also has lessons on Brown vs. Board 
of Education.  
 
 
 
 



 
School Integration Currently/Reflecting on Brown –  
Noguera, P – Why School Integration Matters, http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-
leadership/apr19/vol76/num07/Why-School-Integration-Matters.aspx 
Shapiro, E – How White Progressives Undermine School Integration - 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/21/nyregion/school-integration-progressives.html 
National report on school integration from Harvard School of Education - 
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/reports/do-parents-really-want-school-integration 
 
 
Florida state standards  
Enduring Understanding 2 VA.912.C.2 : Assessing our own and others’ artistic work, using 
critical-thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making skills, is central to artistic growth.  
Standard 1 SS.912.A.1 : Use research and inquiry skills to analyze American history using 
primary and secondary sources.  
Standard 1 SS.912.H.1 : Identify and analyze the historical, social, and cultural contexts of the 
arts.   
Standard 2 SS.912.C.2 : Evaluate the roles, rights, and responsibilities of United States citizens 
and determine methods of active participation in society, government, and the political system.  
 
 
 


