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Hearing Sounds and Word Parts
(Phonological Awareness)

Understanding How Books and Words Work
(Concepts of Print)

What rhymes with . . .?
Which words start with the same
sound?
What other words begin like dog?

Letters:
Names, Sounds, Formation

Talking! Sharing Ideas!
Speaking in Sentences!

(Alphabetic Knowledge)

(Oral Language)

What is the name of this letter?

What do you think about …?

Find the letter ___.

What is your favorite . . .?

What sound does this letter make?

Talk about . . .?

Find the letter that says ___.

What questions do you have about . . .?

Let’s write this letter.

Listening to – and TALKING about -Lots of Books!
(Listening Comprehension)
Let’s Listen to ___________.
Let’s talk about _________.
What happened in this story?
Let’s answer some questions about this story!

Emergent Reader Skills - If children have shown proficiency with the above skills, try these:
Blending sounds to make words (Decoding)
Recognize some common words (High Frequency Sight Words)
Read beginner (and pattern) books! (Appropriate Leveled Text)

Continuum of Phonological and Phonemic Awareness
Degree of Difficulty
Type:

Subtype:
Phonological
Recognition
Production
Recognizing words with the
same initial sounds
Words in sentences

Example:
Awareness Continuum
Rhyme
• Does cat rhyme with hat? (yes)
• What rhymes with cat? (hat)
Alliteration
• Daisy duck dances
• Sweet Suzie sits on a soft sofa
Sentence
• How many words are in this sentence?
Segments
Mary bakes bread. (3)
Syllables
Blending
• Listen to the two word parts:
Side…walk. Say the whole word: (sidewalk)
• Listen: yes…ter…day. Say the whole word:
(yesterday)
Segmenting
• Say the two words in sidewalk. (side…walk)
• Listen: yesterday. Say each part: yes…ter…day
Deletion
• Say sidewalk without side. (walk)
Onset and
Blending
• What word is this? /c/…/ake/ (cake)
Rimes
• /st/…/and/ (stand), /fl/…/ip/ (flip)
Phonemic Awareness Continuum
Phoneme
Matching initial sound
• Which words begin with the same sound?
• Cake, cat, dog (cake & cat)
Isolating initial sound
• What is the first sound in cake? (/c/)
Final sounds
• What is the last sound in bat? (/t/)
Medial sounds
• What is the middle sound in fat? (/a/)
Phoneme
Blending
• What word am I saying? /c/ /a/ /t/ (cat)
Phoneme
Segmenting
• How many sounds do you hear in cat? (3)
• What are the sounds in cat? (/c/ /a/ /t/)
Phoneme
Initial and final phoneme
• Say Sam without the /s/. (am)
Manipulation deletion
• Say seat without the /t/. (sea)
Initial phoneme in blend
• Say flip without the /f/. (lip)
deletion
Phoneme Substitution
• Say cat. Now say /p/ instead of /c/. What’s the
new word? (pat)
• Say tan. Now say /p/ instead of /n/. (tap)
• Say tap. Now say /o/ instead of /a/. (top)
Second Phoneme in Blend
• Say black without the /l/. (back)
Deletion
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Concepts of Print: Kindergarten
Key Concept

Question to Child / Sounds Like

Book Concepts
Book Orientation
Title
Print carries the message
Direction
Return sweep

Where is the front of the book?
Where is the back of the book?
Can you point of the title of the book?

Where should I start reading?
Where do I go next?
On a 2+ line page
After reading a line of text, ask Where do I go now?

Text Concepts
Concept of Word

Concept of Letter

Voice to Print Match
(word to word correspondance, left to
right directionality)

Show me just one word?
(can they put their fingers around the word?)

Can you put your fingers around one letter?

Point to the words as I read them.
(can they follow word by word?)

Kindergarten Readiness
Reading Literary Texts - Question Stems
(For Stories and Poems)
Goal

Ask and answer
questions about story
details.

Retell familiar
stories, including key
details.

Recognize common
types of texts (e.g.,
storybooks, poems,
fiction, nonfiction).
Understand author
and illustrator.

Use illustrations to
help understand a
story.

Question Stem
• Who was in this book? What do we know about them?
• When did (event) happen? Where is that in the book?
• Why did (event) happen? How do you know?
• What does (character) think about (event)? How do
you know?
• What was the big problem or event in this story? How
did they solve the problem?
• What do you think (character) will do different next
time?
•
•
•
•

What happened at the beginning of the story?
What happened in the middle of the story?
What happened at the end of the story?
If you tell a friend about this story, what will you say?

• What kind of story is this?
• Is this a real (nonfiction) or made-up (fiction) story?
How do you know?
• Is this story realistic or fantasy? How do you know?
• What does the author of a story do?
• Who is the author of this book?
• What does the illustrator of a story do? Who is the
illustrator?
• What does this illustration show?
• The story says (insert quote). Where do you see that
happening in the illustrations?
• Can you draw a picture to show what happened in the
book?
• What detail does your picture show?

Kindergarten Readiness
Reading Informational Texts - Question Stems
(Nonfiction Books and Articles)
Goal

Question Stem

Ask and answer
questions about key
details in a text.

• Be the teacher! What questions would a teacher ask
about this book?
• Who / What / Where / When / Why questions such as:
o Who (action e.g. first landed on the moon)?
o Where does it tell you that in the book?
• How questions such as:
o How do you know whales are mammals?
o How is a lizard like an alligator?
• What facts did you learn about (topic)?

Use images (pictures
and maps, graphs) to
understand
information in a text.

• What is the same in all the pictures?
• The words say (insert quote). Where do the pictures
show those words?
• What is (person/animal/machine) doing in the
pictures? What does the author say about (the action)?
• What does this illustration/photo show?
• What does this diagram show? Can you explain how
this works?
• What information do we get from this photograph?
• How does the picture/photo help you understand the
words?

Learn unknown
words in a text.

• How do the words and pictures show (vocabulary
word)?
• What does the word ______ mean?
• Are there any words that confuse you?

Found at https://www.raisingreaders.org/

Kindergarten Readiness – Sight Words
Which words -and how many - should students be able to read to be ready for kindergarten?
In preparation for kindergarten, it’s appropriate to help students learn a small handful of sight
words (see below). While a handful of “known” words will help bring students into early books,
it is detrimental to focus too much on this memorization/recognition of words. This minimal list
of words should be taught a few at a time, in conjunction with other effective reading strategies
when students work in books (i.e. pairing the first sound in the word with the image to
determine a word that makes sense). We recommend students be exposed to the following
words commonly seen at early books. These words should be taught in engaging, multisensory
ways. When taught, students should then look at/for these words immediately IN TEXT.
An over emphasis and over-reliance on sight words - as well as only teaching these words in
isolation - can have HUGE, DETRIMENTAL effects on students’ reading skills and habits.
Teaching Sight Words -Effective Instructional Routines:
Instruction should target only 1-2 words at a time. Teaching should be multisensory if students
are going to LEARN the word rather than memorize. We want students to be able to identify
these words regardless of font color, font type, capitalization when they see them in books!
Sample routine from Jan Richardson:
Introducing High Frequency Sight Words During Guided Reading
The Four Step Process for Practicing High Frequency Words with Emergent Readers
1. What’s Missing
Write the word on a whiteboard in front of the students. Tell them the word. Have
students spell the words as you point to each letter. Turn the board towards you and
erase one letter. Show the board to the students and ask them to tell you what letter is
missing.
Say, “What’s missing?” Put the letter back in after the students tell you what is missing.
Repeat the procedure two or three more times by erasing a different letter or two or
three letters at a time until the entire word is erased. Students then spell the word for
you as you write as you write the word on the whiteboard.
2. Fix and Mix
Give each student the letters to make the new word. They should check your model for
accuracy. Students check the word by sliding their finger under the word and saying the
word slowly. Students should now pull each letter down left to right to make the
word. Again, prompt for a slow check of the word. Now have students mix the letters
and then rearrange them (fix) to remake the word.
3. Table Writing
Students use their finger to “write” the word on the table. Then they say the word and
slide their finger under it to check for accuracy.

4. White Board
Students write the word on a white board and say it aloud as they check it with their
finger. Discourage spelling because the goal is to focus on the entire word.
Additional, for new words being taught:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

•

Speak it, whisper it
Spell it aloud
Chant it, physically spell it
Carpet write, write on white boards
Use great engaging videos from Jan Richardson and Jack Hartman that model the
words learning routine and are fun for the whole group!! Here’s the link to the
playlist https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQK2XiUY9C2goAU9vFtgyRWAOsrC6iJf
Words should be reviewed often

YouTube Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=okZ0cQgI8-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opEgSmZ_A6M&t=70s
Practicing Sight Words for Increased Exposure:
Once students have been taught (see above) particular sight words they can practice those
words in engaging ways - sight word bingo, using fly swatters, playing memory match, rainbow
writing, rearranging cut up sentences with the target sight words.
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BRIGANCE Readiness Activities for
Emerging K Children
The BRIGANCE Readiness Activities for Emerging K Children
develops Kindergarten readiness in reading, mathematics, and socialemotional development.
This resource may be found at iReady Central:

https://i-readycentral.com/search/?q=brigance

The BRIGANCE Readiness Activities offers developmentally appropriate
activities covering a broad range of skills.

Key Features:
Each skill section includes a variety of fun and easy-to plan activities as
well as helpful instructional guidance and resources for that skill such as:
•

The Objective states the skill(s) to be taught.

•

The Domain states the domain name and the particular area of the
domain on which the skill focuses.

•

The Rationale gives reasons why the skill is important.

•

Related Skills refer to similar or adjacent skills taught in other sections.

•

Sequence provides guidance for planning and sequencing effective
instruction based on development.

•

Recommendations for Effective Teaching provides ideas and
suggestions to help you make the most of the teaching activities.

•

Factors that Impact Development provides examples of behaviors or
traits that a child may exhibit if he is experiencing difficulty learning a
new skill.

